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An important
and moving meeting

We about our media image

] :?p Judging from passionate speeches and unan-

- imous assessments of the foreign media by jour-

nalists and analysts from countries as different

as Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Croatia,

it was an important and interesting conference. We all ex-

changed thoughts on why the portrayal of the situation in our countries pre-
sented in the Western media is so different from what we know as reality.

At the Press Freedom Monitoring Centre of the Association of Polish Jour-
nalists, we discussed this issue many times, especially after encountering
false information about the situation in Poland, so often repeated in the media
of various European Union countries. That’s why the title of the conference of
27 IX 2023 was very simple: ‘Media on us, us on the media. Image versus reality
of Central European countries and societies in the Western European media’.

I am very grateful to the Waclaw Felczak Institute of Polish-Hungarian Co-
operation, for its interest in the topic and support of the idea of organizing an
international meeting on it. We gave an account of our efforts on the pages
of a special issue in both Polish and English of the Forum Dziennikarzy maga-
zine. It being the most prestigious periodical of the Association of Polish Jour-
nalists, the oldest and largest organization of journalists in Poland, gives me
hope of reaching numerous media professionals.

The modern world does not exist without the omnipresent media shap-
ing images and opinions about countries and nations. What is true and what
is not in the mass of media messages, what correlates with reality and what
is a mere media construct on a given country or a specific nation - these are
the questions that patrons of today’s media need answers to. The time has
come to give it to them. I believe that our conference will initiate a series of
regular meetings of journalists from countries in our part of Europe on this
topic. I also trust that every year we will bestow an honorary Central Europe-
an Freedom of Speech Award to distinguish the individuals best able to notice
and describe problematic portrayals in the media. I thank all my colleagues
from the W. Felczak Polish-Hungarian Cooperation Institute and, of course,
the Association of Polish Journalists for their help and great commitment
in organizing this conference and in publishing the magazine that you now
have in your hands. I hope you find it an interesting read and I encourage you
to share with me your concerns about the issues we have raised. Write me
at jolanta.hajdasz@sdp.pl. I will answer all your letters and I promise that we
will do our best to continue these meetings in the future.

DR JoLANTA HAJDASZ, DIRECTOR OF THE PRESS FREEDOM MONITORING CENTRE
OF THE ASSOCIATION OF POLISH JOURNALISTS (CMWP SDP)
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Central European Freedom
of Speech Award
for ed. Krzysztof Skowronski

initiator, founder, president and journalist of Radio Wnet
granted by the SDP Press Freedom Monitoring Centre
and the Waclaw Felczak Polish-Hungarian Cooperation Institute

‘Central European Freedom of Speech Award goes to ed. Krzysztof Skowronski
for the idea behind and the creative implementation of the idea for a unique
radio station — Radio Wnet — an ambitious radio station free of censorship that
resembles a public radio station with a mission rather than a commercial ra-
dio station, which it is according to its operating licence. A radio that is able
to unite people, countries and nations of Europe, that always finds time for

discussion, reflection and polemics, that respects an ordinary person regard-
less of his or her country of origin or financial situation, that takes in young
media enthusiasts and teaches them professional journalism.’

Jolanta Hajdasz, Director of the SDP Press Freedom Monitoring Centre
Maciej Szymanowski, Director of the Wactaw Felczak Polish-Hungarian Cooperation Institute

SPEECH BY KRZYSZTOF SKOWRONSKI, THE WINNER
OF THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN FREEDOM OF SPEECH AWARD

as an act of defiance against the absolute domination of a one-sided media

narrative on what was happening in Poland and around the world. Of course,
it was not the first to tell a different story about Poland and the world. It emerged
as a simple, romantic journalistic challenge. But as it developed, we took a broad-
er look beyond Poland. We decided to create what we loftily called a global radio
network. We have studios in Taiwan, in Medellin, in Beirut, in Paris, in Zgorzelec,
or Gorlitz in Germany, in Vilnius, in Lviv. We cooperate very closely with a variety
of journalists around the world.

This award is also presented to the radio station for its interest in Central Eu-
rope. On many occasions Radio Wnet covered the area from Estonia to Bucharest,
focusing on politics, the Three Seas Initiative and on security, yet not forgetting
the culture. In order to build something together, we need to know each other
very well, to know our own history, tradition, our own composers, painters, writ-
ers. We are immersed not only in the present time, but we have to think about our
identity and remember it in a historical context. All of this is what we talk about
on the radio.

9 JJr e

I accept the award with joy, humility and pride. Radio Wnet was founded in 2009
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Freedom

of speech

is our great strength

KRZYSZTOF SKOWRONSKI TALKS TO

DR HAB. MACIE] SZYMANOWSKI — HUNGARIST,

JOURNALIST AND DIPLOMAT, DIRECTOR OF THE WACLAW FELCZAK
PoLISH-HUNGARIAN COOPERATION INSTITUTE.

What was the reason for establishing
of the Polish-Hungarian Cooperation
Institute 5 years ago?
he Felczak Institute is one of
I the few institutions in Poland
that work for cooperation be-
tween Central European countries, not
through diplomacy, but by investing ef-
forts and money, just like the Felczak
Foundation in Budapest, in relations
with youth, sports, culture, science, ed-
ucation and several other areas. Among
others we publish textbooks that were
last published in the 1950s. Generally,
we deal in Central Europe.

Our website provides informa-
tion mostly about Poland in Hungari-
an, about Hungary in Polish, and about
Central Europe in English, e.g. what in-
teresting things are happening in Slo-
vakia and the Czech Republic. We pub-
lished a mention of money transfers
from January to September this year
from the Czech Republic to the West,
profiting Western companies impres-
sive € 10 billion. We try to tackle these
kinds of topics. Important not always
and not for everyone, they matter for
certain people in Poland who influence
public life. Radio Wnet has been doing
the same for years - the idea is to pro-
vide decisive people with reliable in-
formation, in this case from the Czech
source.

What did you manage to acomplish?

We provide around 100 scholarships.
Even larger number of unsubsidized
people have benefited from our univer-
sities. We managed to launch a Hun-
garian language course at the Catho-
lic University of Lublin and a Polish
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language course at the Ludovik Univer-
sity in Budapest at a time when Polish
studies in Hungary closed down and
Hungarian studies in Poland are experi-
encing difficulties. We published a few
books, e.g. Andrzej Nowak’s History of
Poland in Hungarian; the first and, soon
to come, the second volume of Anatomy
of Friendship, or the common Polish-Hun-
garian history by prof. Istvan Kovécs. We
are catching up on what was left un-
done in the last few decades.

This means that the saying ‘Pole, Hun-
garian, two brothers’ is about to prove
itself right.

Both countries so close but so estranged.
Firstly, there is the language barrier.
Secondly, we stopped visiting each oth-
er. Not only because there was no Via
Carpatia, but we abandoned the north-
south direction in favor of the west di-
rection, which caused us, Poles, to lose
touch with what is most important,
what is happening in Central Europe, in
this case in Hungary. It also works the
other way around, so as an Institute we
try to heal this situation. How? For ex-
ample, in helping such initiatives as tax
exemptions in Poland for young people
up to 26 years of age or certain solutions
regarding pro-family policy also appear
in Hungary. In providing decisive peo-
ple with solid information about why
something was successful and why
something else was not. In my opinion
that serves not only Polish-Hungarian
contacts, but also education.

Is the Felczak Institute project an el-
ement of the Three Seas policy intro-
duced by Law and Justice?



nfortunately, this project
l | is limited to very rigid Pol-
ish-Hungarian or, more recent-
ly, Visegrad relations, not yet the Three
Seas relations. For this we need more
money, opportunities and people. We
struggle with this constantly. In War-
saw, it is not easy to find a person
who speaks Hungarian fluently and
vice versa, especially from the young-
er generation, which feels the rhythm
of the country, has the energy and
strength to act and work. We are catch-
ing up in some areas, but in general, as
Poland, we have a big challenge ahead
of us to significantly intensify our poli-
cy in Central Europe. That is if we want
to play a role greater than that of an
ordinary EU country.
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Now politics in Poland will change. So
will Polish-Hungarian relations...
Recently I have been asked extensive-
ly in Budapest and Prague what might
happen in Warsaw? I don’t know. But
PiS’s great merit is undoubtedly the
fact that it has taken up this topic at
various levels — from parliamentary di-
plomacy, through foreign policy and
the policy of the Prime Minister - fre-
quent Visegrad summits, consultations
on many issues at the level of minis-
tries. Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico
put it very nicely in an interview, even
before his victory: that in the case of
each of the Visegrad countries, and es-
pecially Slovakia, cooperation in the re-
gion means that these countries are as
strong as they would never be without
this cooperation.

Nonetheless, very good relations be-
tween the government of Good Change
and the government of Prime Min-
ister Orban ended on February 24,
when full-scale Russian aggression in
Ukraine began.

In the 9th year of this undeclared war
put into practiced by Russia, the argu-
ment that Hungary had a different pol-
icy was used. The point is that Hun-
gary believed from the beginning that
Ukraine would be betrayed just as much
as Hungary was in 1956, so it needed to
reach an agreement with Russia. This
position may be less popular in Berlin
or Paris at the moment, but it is still on
people’s minds. I would very much like
to see Ukraine not be betrayed by the
EU. But I'm not sure about that. Moreo-
ver, of course, Hungarian-Ukrainian re-
lations have not been the best for years,

mainly due to the Hungarian minority
in Ukraine. Ukraine’s policy also proves
that Ukraine does not fully understand
what is happening in Poland, Slovakia
and Romania. The relations of all these
countries with Ukraine are worse than
a year ago.

Does the ‘split’ of Polish and Hungari-
an policies towards Ukraine affect the
activities of the Felczak Institute?

Not at all, apart from the statements
of some politicians; but politicians say
things that are not always entirely hon-
est and not always well-thought-out,
regardless of the party they are loyal to.

This is also creating conflict between
him and other European leaders. Po-
lish idea of relations with China may
also seems problematic.

As a Pole, I wish that the Polish Minister
of Foreign Affairs and the Polish Prime
Minister traveled to the capitals crucial
to the future of the world at least as of-
ten as Hungarian politicians do.

What does Poland have to offer Hun-
gary and what can Hungarians offer
Poland?

Poland above all should pursue an ac-
tive policy within and outside of the Eu-
ropean Union. We have been engaged

As a Pole, I wish that the Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Polish
Prime Minister traveled at least as often as Hungarian politicians to the
capitals crucial for decision making in the world.

In Poland, public opinion was offended
by the fact that the Hungarian Minister
of Foreign Affairs traveled to Moscow
and that Prime Minister Orban greet-
ed Putin. Here it meant that Hungary
was involved in a completely different
geopolitics.
he German Chancellor and the
I French President went to Mos-
cow and greeted each oth-
er many times more, even after the
outbreak of the war. We have a bit of
tabloidization of foreign policy. For
example, everyone who deals with in-
ternational journalism in Poland com-
mented on the Orban-Putin meeting,
which I also do not approve of; but no
one dealt with the ten contracts that
Prime Minister Orban signed with Chi-
na in Beijing.
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with Washington for many years — and
this is a great credit to the president.
But I don’t remember the last time the
Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs went
outside Europe. This is a very great
weakness of Polish diplomacy. We have
fewer diplomats than 30 years ago, al-
though many more officials in the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs. It used to be
1:1, today it is rather 3:1 to the detri-
ment of diplomats. And there are con-
sequences. Even assuming we’re not
yet a heavyweight, as my boxer dad
would say, we should power up on the
field and have strong partners outside.
What Hungarians can offer above all
is a Central European way of thinking,
in terms of stabilizing of this region of
Europe. Hungarians have been involved
during the Serbo-Croatian war and the
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aftermath in stabilizing relations in the
Balkans. They offer much financial help,
also to Ukraine. Little known fact in Po-
land, for many months Hungarian aid
for Ukrainian refugees was even pro-
portionally higher than the Polish. And
it is still huge, because a lot of children
study in Hungarian schools and Ukrain-
ian soldiers are offered medical treat-
ment. They also provide a lot of help to
Serbia and Croatia.

During the Good Change, Poland and
Hungary were one in the opinion of the
European Union. It is about to change.
Hungary will stand alone in the EU.

There is no indication of this. We live,
as [ say, in a certain tabloidization of

12

foreign policy. There are, for exam-
ple, countries that received practical-
ly no funds from the KPO Stabilization
Pact. They don't apply for it because
they don’t want to. And we don’t even
know about it in Poland. The Neth-
erlands and Sweden did not take any
money. Germany has recently taken
something, but they don’t really want
it either. Division is one thing, what is
actually happening is another. We are
on the eve of the Union trying to move
away from the principle that all Mem-
ber States are equal. And we’ll see what
the reaction will be. I think it may not
be as easy as some in the European
Parliament think. Many countries and
their leaders are now mulling it over.

-0 B
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o

Where does Viktor Orban’s populari-
ty come from?
iktor Orban is the leader of
‘ ’. a country that had to emerge
from a very deep crisis after the
post-communist rule. First of all, and
Hungarians appreciate this very much,
the times of poverty and estrangement
are over: when, for example, Viktor Or-
ban came to power, three of the great-
est nouveau riche, resembling our Ur-
ban, were ministers in the left-wing
government. He is a skillful politician
and no one doubts that he is trying to
implement the policy of his own coun-
try, which, I agree, is not always con-
sistent with our interests, but he does
what he is paid for.
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What is Orban’s skill?

The fact that he is still a young, clear-
ly well-read politician, travels around
the world, meets with various people
— from Donald Trump to outstanding
intellectuals. He has his own opinion
and is not afraid to defend it. This is
rather an exception in today’s world.
If we made a list of top-ranking poli-
ticians who read books, Viktor Orban
would be among them, and Jarostaw
Kaczynski would definitely be among
them. Probably a few more names, but
there wouldn’t be a huge crowd. In
my opinion, this is a problem in gen-
eral, political class. Polish politicians
do not travel, do not study, do not ap-
pear at conferences abroad, because

13



they simply cannot, do not read, do
not know certain things and are afraid.
They prefer to come to a Polish televi-
sion or radio studio and say things that
seem very wise and innovative to them.
That’s not how the world works.

Is it true that the media in Hungary is
monopolized by Prime Minister Orban?
Some journalists say so. To say that
there is no freedom of speech in
Hungary is a slap in the face to Ger-
man capital involved in, for example,

Yes, we carry joint expansion in Cen-
tral Europe. For example, Orlen is buy-
ing more gas stations in Austria and
Germany thanks to the agreement with
the Hungarian MOL. It’'s a great suc-
cess because it hasn’t happened be-
fore, but it’s not outstanding. Non-Pol-
ish and non-Hungarian companies are
still responsible for the majority of Pol-
ish-Hungarian turnover. Companies
based on domestic capital are smaller
and medium-sized ones that ‘stagnate’
rather than develop.

To say that there is no freedom of speech in Hungary is a slap in the face
to German capital involved in, for example, RTL television and 7 channels
in Hungary. It’s like saying that TVN is practicing pro-PiS propaganda.

RTL television and 7 channels in Hun-
gary. It’s like saying that TVN is prac-
ticing pro-PiS propaganda. In Hungary,
as in many other countries, especially
in our part of Europe, there is full plu-
ralism in the media sphere with a cer-
tain dominance of the left-liberal op-
tion, which we also know from Poland.
I don’t know if someone from France
would say about their country that plu-
ralism and freedom of opinion are so
good. It is Poland’s great strength that
we have media pluralism. And I great-
ly appreciate Radio Wnet as a reliable
source of information from the world.
In this respect you have no competition
in the Central European category.

Let’s get back to Polish-Hungarian
interests. Ideological we agree. But
is there any Polish-Hungarian pro-
ject profitable for both Poles and Hun-
garians?
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We talked about what you have man-
aged to do, but we did not mention
youth meeting in Krasiczyn.

ot only in Krasiczyn, also in Bu-
N dapest, and not only the youth,

Hungarian, Polish, Slovak and
Czech, but also editors, opinion lead-
ers, politicians, experts from very dif-
ferent fields. All of us in Central Eu-
rope live with an inferiority complex.
We’ve been experiencing an econom-
ic growth for almost 30 years, a stand-
ard of living undoubtedly higher than
that of our parents’ generation, and
yet we have an inferiority complex to-
wards the West. So, at our universities
and during summer schools, we also
try to create opportunities to talk and
meet people who came from humble
backgrounds and have made a career;
to talk about what they owe it to. As it
turns out determination is the driving
force in life.

What do you believe is
the future of the Felczak
Institute?

uture looks good,
FI believe. We are

supervised by the
Prime Minister’s office.
But I don’t foresee any
disturbance, because it
would be against the Pol-
ish raison d’état. The In-
stitute had a very difficult
time, i.e. it was estab-
lished much later than
our counterpart, the foun-

dation in Budapest. We bought the first
desk, the first kettle, and we already had
an inspection from the Supreme Audit
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Poland’s great
strength lies in

media pluralism.

I greatly
appreciate
Radio Wnet as

a reliable source
of information
from the world.
In this respect

they have no
competition
in the Central

European
countries.

Office. In the first 4 years,
3 years passed under
constant inspections.
So I guess we are well pre-
pared for the next turbu-
lence. There are only 10 of
us. We do not have great
resources at our disposal,
but our capital is people
and relations.

Many prosperous years!
10-15 years will be plen-
ty, that’s how long Cen-
tral Europe, including Po-

land, needs to strengthen itself, catch
the wind in its sails and start influenc-
ing the fate of Europe. Now it’s our turn.
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Wojciech Surmacz, President of the Polish Press Agency (PAP)

WOJCIECH SURMACZ

Freedom
of speech
1S sacred
to us

Wojciech
Surmacz

is an investigative
and economic
journalist,
President of the
Polish Press
Agency since
2018.

about freedom of speech today

and that I can expect a discus-
sion at a very high level. And a lot of
things need discussion.

A few months ago the Polish
Press Agency was visited by the Swiss
media. Around 20 their representa-
tives, that is. They were chief editors,
heads, and the head of the Swiss
Press Agency. Freedom of speech was
the chief topic. They came to the Pol-
ish Press Agency after a visit in most-

Iam glad that we will be talking

unthinkable for a very, very long time
after 1989. I tried to explain all this to
the Swiss journalists. And I keep ex-
plaining this to our colleagues from
other agencies, particularly Western
ones. This is a paradox and it is sad,
but I always explain to them humbly
that they teach us freedom of speech
but fail to understand that we had
done virtually nothing else than fight
for freedom of speech after World
War II. And that freedom of speech
is sacred to us. Those liberal jour-

I always explain to them humbly that they teach us freedom of speech
but fail to understand that we had done virtually nothing else than fight
for freedom of speech after World War II. And that freedom of speech is

sacred to us.

ly liberal, or opposition, media in Po-
land. They asked us questions of why
freedom of speech in Poland is at
such a low level. What is happening
that it is getting worse and worse?
I listened to this humbly, but even-
tually I asked them for the sources of
their information.

‘This is what liberal media jour-
nalists told us. Besides, there are
freedom of speech rankings in which
Poland keeps going down.

I asked why they did not visit the
conservative media. We have such
in Poland. Very strong they are, and
thank God for that. The situation was
dire in 2010-2012. Thanks to such
initiatives as Michat Karnowski’s
‘W Sieci’, now the ‘Sieci’ weekly and
‘wPolityce’, ‘Niezalezna’ or ‘Do Rzec-
zy’, we have a really strong conserva-
tive section in the market, which was
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nalists — mostly over twenty years
old — don’t know about communism
and for them freedom of speech may
have a slightly different meaning.
oday, Poland is one of the
I countries in Europe where said
freedom of speech is really
true. A hundred-percent freedom of
speech is nowhere to be found, but in
Poland it ranks as one of the highest
in Europe. I am saying this with full
conviction and ownership because
I was born in communist times and
I know how it was, [ know how cen-
sorship worked. Accusing Poland of
censorship today, particularly by the
Western media, is not justified.

I am speaking here for the Polish
Press Agency, which is a member of
the European Alliance of News Agen-
cies, organisation uniting 32, basi-
cally all, press agencies from Europe.
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We are often reproached, especial-
ly by Western agencies, that we are
a state agency. My answer is: yes,
we are a state agency, but we are al-
so a commercial company, we live
off the market. State subsidies are
around 20% of our revenues, so we
need to operate as an ordinary com-
mercial enterprise. And this is how
we do operate.

We have taken very, very huge
strides in communication with the
Western World since 2015. We are
friends with journalists from Ireland
and the United Kingdom, who in
1990s were still taught about Poland
as a part of the Soviet Union. Ac-
cording to their textbooks, we were
a republic of the Soviet Union and we
were treated accordingly. I have no-
ticed a dramatic change since 2015.
And contrary to what is being said:
that we are isolated and that we
don’t have friends in the West — we
have huge respect, before all. In these
days, the Polish Prime Minister and
President do not have to impose him-
self on the Western media. They are
oftentimes invited and interviewed
about certain topics. There is no
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doubt that Poland is seen in a much
different light than before 2015. And
the said narratives are being told
nonetheless.

In 2022, right after Russian’s at-
tack on Ukraine - although contrary
to popular belief, the war in Ukraine
broke out in 2014 - I applied for ex-
clusion of the TASS Russian News
Agency from EANA, accusing them of
publishing falsehoods about the ag-
gression against Ukraine. Their dis-
patches and information presented
it as a special operation against the
Nazis etc. After three months, an ex-
traordinary general meeting was con-
vened in Sarajevo at my request. We
voted for and against TASS exclusion.
Only 6 out of 26 present agencies vot-
ed for exclusion. I won’t say which as
the voting was by secret ballot. De-
spite our hard work, we failed.

There was a dinner after the vot-
ing. The head of one of the largest
Western press agencies, sitting at
a table next to me, driven by wine-in-
duced courage asked me, ‘Why are
those Ukrainians fighting like that?
What are they fighting for? They
should surrender and give up that

part to Russians. Why all this? If Rus-
sians want it, let them take it. There
will be peace in Europe.
hree hours of lecturing, ex-
| plaining the Polish and Ukrain-
ian history, telling about our
difficult history and, obviously, ex-
plaining what Russia and the Sovi-
et Union have been to
us, and so on and so
forth. Let’s assume that
I convinced him. We're
leaving the restaurant
and heading for the ho-
tel room. We went in-
to the elevator and as
he was leaving at his
floor, he asked me one
last question - like in
the ‘Columbo’ series,
‘Tell me one more thing,
don’t get upset, but was
this Auschwitz camp re-
ally Polish?’.

I told him, ‘I don’t
even know what to tell
you. I don’t think we
have a lot of time for
discussion. I'm inviting
you to Poland: I'll cov-
er the ticket and hotel
costs and we’ll go. We’ll
take you to Auschwitz. We’ll leave you
alone at the gate. We’ll wait, you’ll
come back and then we can talk.

An opportunity arose literal-
ly two months later as we hold the
‘Media of the Future’ internation-
al conference every year. We invit-
ed him. I offered him to fly in a day
earlier and visited Auschwitz before
the conference. Alright. Well, there
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At every chance,
I am going

out of my way

to make our
friends from

the widely
understood West
realise that our
notion of freedom
of speech and
censorship is
much further-
reaching than
theirs. They have
never lived in
communism; the
closest they got
to it is when they
read about it.

came the day of the event. He went
in, stopped in front of me, started to
cry and said, ‘Say nothing, this will
stay with me till the end of my life.
I am deeply sorry’

You would be really shock if I told
you where did he come from. This
happened a year ago.

am telling this ex-
Iample to make you

all realise that I'm
not talking about Po-
land only. Representa-
tive of the Czech Repub-
lic, Hungary and Croatia
are here with us. I be-
lieve we are in very sim-
ilar situations. There’s
still a lot of work ahead
of us. On every plane,
even in individual, pri-
vate relations, we need
to keep on working and
reversing the problems
of several dozen years
of life under communist
rule. At every chance,
I am going out of my
way to make our friends
from the widely under-
stood West realise that
our notion of freedom
of speech and censorship is much
further-reaching than theirs. They
have never lived in communism; the
closest they got to it is when they
read about it at the time. Now they
can read - surely in their textbooks
or various historical studies in their
countries — about what happened
then, but they have never experi-
enced it and they never will. ®
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Tomasz Sakiewicz

We are talking about stereotypes
and the invention of these stereo-
types about Central European coun-
tries. 1990s, since we existed - as the
first title in our group of 12 titles was
Gazeta Polska — we have devoted a lot
of time and effort debunking stere-
otypes. Back in the days of the late
Jacek Kwiecinski, head of the for-
eign department, there
was the Dosyé¢ (‘Enough’

— translator’s note) cam-

paign. It was a campaign

dedicated to explaining

that it was not the Poles

who established the
concentration camps,

but the Germans. In the

1990s, there was the

first wave of attempts

to shift the responsibil-

ity for German crimes

onto Poles. Consequent-

ly, many, many stereo-

types were created that

were intended to harm

either Poles or other nations of the
region, and they, of course, have var-
ious causes. German political strate-
gy in this respect is ruthless. Besides,
it very often coincides with the Rus-
sian strategy of constructing its own
version of history. This is intended to
exonerate Moscow and Berlin from
their responsibility for World War II.
Shifting the responsibility or sharing
it with other nations.

But the real core of this prob-
lem is business. The business inter-
ests of the European Union’s main
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governors, who, in welcoming the
new countries of Europe - and these
are the countries whose representa-
tives are gathered here - realised that
a certain balance of power had been
upset. This balance has always been
quite fragile. German domination
certainly had already existed, but
another element was added. If the
countries of Central Europe sudden-
ly began to formulate their demands
in a strong, conscious
manner, proportional to
their actual power, they
could upset this existing
balance in the European
Union and create some
kind of a new politi-
cal arrangement. This
was not something de-
sired, especially not by
Germany. These coun-
tries had to be pacified.
Therefore, it can be said
that enlargement of the
European Union, a pro-
cess of pacification of
Central European coun-
tries has been underway. It consists
primarily in proving that these coun-
tries are inferior. The proof of inferi-
ority being that they are poorer. And
they are poorer as a result of, among
other things, the actions of the main
country in the European Union, Ger-
many, which invaded a large number
of other countries and caused its oth-
er ally, Soviet Russia, to occupy half
of Europe. And this is no longer in-
cluded in this narrative. Firstly, we
are inferior, and as inferior we have
more limited rights. Secondly, they
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had democracy, and we did not. Well,
we did not because it was taken away
from us first by the Nazis and then by
the Communists, but indeed, it was
absent during that period. Nonethe-
less, they are now the better ones,
they are culturally superior.
hese are not my words, I am
I quoting a representative of the
German equivalent of the Po-
lish Constitutional Court, who said
that they are allowed more because
they are culturally superior. Now, let
me leave aside that this is a histori-
cal absurdity, because the traditions
of Polish democracy go back to the
Renaissance and even the beginning
of the Middle Ages, while Germans
discovered democracy with the elec-
tion of Hitler. Such are the origins of
the democracy of the German Wei-
mar Republic. In some German states
this democracy had previously exist-
ed to a limited extent, but the de fac-
to first product of German democ-
racy was Adolf Hitler. And these are
their democratic traditions. As you
can see, history can be rewritten. Es-
pecially when you have enough pow-
er and resources and a certain idea
of how to write it. This is the rea-
son why Germans see themselves
as a nation responsible for setting
standards.
The European Union operates as
a kind of theocracy: on the one hand,
there are the laws that nations make
as a result of agreements called trea-
ties. These treaties are quite general
in nature. In fact, I don’t think anyone
has ever read them all because it’s im-
possible. The Lisbon Treaty consists of
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Tomasz Sakiewicz, Editor-in-Chief
of Gazeta Polska, Gazeta Polska Codziennie and
Telewizja Republika

tens of thousands of pages with an-
nexes. No one knows this law well,
including the specialists, and certain-
ly not those who apply it. Therefore,
there must be standards by which cer-
tain rules are chosen, and these are
the so-called EU standards. And who
sets the EU standards? Well, there is
no legislator. EU standards have the
character of a revelation.

The EU governance system is in-
tended to serve several purposes.
One of the most important is keep-
ing the Central European countries in
check. That is to say, that their col-
lective power could not counterbal-
ance any of the forces in the Europe-
an Union, nor could it cause one of
the European Union’s major powers
- be it Germany or France - to coop-
erate with them strongly enough to
exclude the other and cause that one
to suddenly move into opposition.

And therefore the creation of cer-
tain types of stereotypes is an im-
portant element. They provide an al-
ibi for those who do so. Basically, we
are dealing with evil. With something
one would colloquially call dirty
tricks. How to make them clean? By
describing them nicely. So, it is ne-
cessary to create stereotypes that
give an alibi. That’s what the foun-
dations are for, that’s what the in-
dependent media of the democratic
states are for, to create such stereo-
types and to pursue the interests of
particular countries or groups in the
European Union.

Certainly, some of these stere-
otypes do derive from history and
experience to some extent, but they
have found new meanings and ap-
plications already in today’s politi-
cal game. They cannot be separated
from the current political game of
the respective powers. These are not
always financial interests, but ide-
ological interests as well. Some of
the European Union’s powers pur-
sue a certain project of a leftist revo-
lution. The countries of Europe have
to adapt, because if they don’t, they
are clearly deemed backward, unde-
veloped and not really entitled to any
discussion. Yes, there are also such
norms of revelatory nature.

So we find ourselves in a situa-
tion where we first need to diagnose
what we are dealing with at all, be-
cause our societies are falling prey
to a total fraud. We are being bashed
and end up explaining ourselves, de-
spite the fact that these norms that
we do not adhere to — which are not
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really there — are selected to suit
the needs of the current discussion.
Please note how the situation with
immigrants is developing. First the
government had to explain why it
didn’t want to accept immigrants,
and then why it did. Meanwhile, TV
stations fighting for tolerance are
running around Warsaw looking for
people of other skin colours to prove
that the government is letting in im-
migrants. These norms have simply
no validity, they are a mere element
of the fight for current interests.

Pawet Lisicki

et me start with an anecdote
L about how difficult it is to break

through with information about
Poland to the Western media. In 2018
or 2019, two journalists from the larg-
est Spanish daily magazine, El Pais,
came to see me. We started talking
about the political situation in Po-
land and what was happening here.
Of course, a whole lot of standard
questions were asked: is democracy
being violated? How does the opposi-
tion work? And aren’t they being per-
secuted? A very calm conversation of
this sort. At one point the journalist
said: “We have been informed that
militias have appeared in Poland.
At first I thought I misunderstood
her English. Then I started asking
what militia she was referring to and
where she got this information. ‘Af-
ter all, it is common knowledge that
the ruling party has now established
militias or other armed and military
groups.” How come I haven’t heard
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about it? So I ask: ‘And where did you
hear about these militias?’ ‘On Czer-
ska. That is, at the headquarters of
the Gazeta Wyborcza.

It appeared the discussion was
about the Territorial Defence Forces
established by the Law and Justice
(PiS) party at that time. That is, not
a militia to crack down on the op-
position, but a form of, say, Nation-
al Guard to strengthen the country’s

territorial defence, which is what
I was obviously trying to explain to
them. We then talked about it for
an hour or two. The following day,
an editorial comment in El Pais said:
‘Kaczynski like Franco. Black mili-
tias prowling the streets of Warsaw.’
So I concluded that the opportunity
to communicate a slightly different
message was very limited.

What is the reason for that? Cer-
tainly, it must to some extent derive
from stereotypes. The stereotypes
themselves, in my opinion, largely
stem from the fact that Western me-
dia in general adhere to the left-lib-
eral values. They serve as a means
of introducing the four-element ide-
ology that has taken over much of
the modern West. These elements
are very clear. The first is immigra-
tionism, i.e. the belief that national
borders should be abolished, and as
many migrants as possible should be
allowed in, preferably from cultural
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circles as distant from Europe as pos-
sible: from Africa or the Middle East.
They will become an instrument for
dismantling what is still left of the
old European culture and civilisation.
Immigrationism has been promoted
virtually 1960s, 1970s in the old Eu-
ropean Union and there are obvious
attempts to transfer it to the rest of
Central Europe. That is, immigration-
ism is the first point that lies behind

the idea of changing the face, chang-
ing the form of Europe or the Euro-
pean Union as it currently exists. The
idea of building societies anew and
blowing up what already exists ap-
peared on a large scale around the
late 1960s and 1970s in the West, and
has been reaching Poland with in-
creased force recently.

The second point, a very impor-
tant one, and a new one in the
sense that it was previously

unknown in the European Union: cli-

matism. It is the second ideological
element characteristic of the Euro-
pean Union as a whole, with particu-
lar emphasis on the central states.
By the central states I mean Germa-
ny, France, the old European Union
countries. It is a belief that the on-
going climate change is harmful and
extremely dangerous, that it is hu-
man-made and that states have the
means to address and stop it. In oth-
er words, humans control the planet

P4
BELA BAUER
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE INDEPENDENT THINK TANK
SzAZADVEG (HUNGARY)

Our parts of Europe
do not understand each other

er things. However, we must remember that about Poland
these stereotypes did not arise today, but in Hungary are
a long time ago. What do we, in our part of Europe, such that Poles
think about one another? As for the attitude towards have conservative
alcohol in Central Europe, it is considered something values. In many
natural. Specifically, we associate Czechs with beer. cases we think
Of course, it all depends on whether a given citizen the same,
has been in Prague or not. When it comes to the me- Hungarians
dia, for example, there is little talk about the Czech and Poles; and
Republic in Hungary. If the Czech Republic appears to widen the
in the press at all, it is in the context of whether they perspective
agree with us on European issues or not. Then the even more - the
liberal press writes about it. Same happens when Visegrad Four.
the Czech Republic attacks the current Orban govern-
ment, for instance. Yet another example: people in
Hungary - especially those over 60 — do not say ‘Czech Republic’, but ‘Czecho-
slovakia’ or even ‘Slovakia’. They mix the names up. This too can be called ste-
reotypes.

And how do Hungarians think about Poles, about Poland?

There is a certain social group that remembers the films made by Wajda,
although this group is narrow. In fact, the stereotypes about Poland in Hunga-
ry are that Poles have conservative values. In many cases we think the same,
Hungarians and Poles; and to widen the perspective even more - the Visegrad
Four. Currently, the Hungarian social thinking does not understand a number
of issues; neither the liberal left nor the conservatives understand the situa-
tion. We also do not fully understand these historical events, which may pos-
sibly cast a shadow on our countries.

So if we are talking about stereotypes, I would go back to the 1980s. Poles
came to Hungary to trade near the Budapest Eastern Railway Station. You
could buy a number of things from Poles at a cheap price. True, but in the
meantime a whole generation of Hungarians had grown up who remember
perfectly the political changes that took place in Poland. Then there was a ge-
neration that often went to Poland, so Poland was a destination country for
Hungarian youth in the 1980s. However, our today’s youth does not consider
Poland a destination country anymore.

Our debate concerns stereotypes, among oth- Stereotypes
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and the economic system must there-
fore be adapted to serve the purpose
of climatism. And this is the second
point, treated by the European cen-
tral states almost as if it were a form
of religion. It is not something that
is discussed. The sources and course
of the changes and their effects are
not really discussed, they are accept-
ed as dogma. This entails a concrete
attempt to force other countries, par-
ticularly in Central and Eastern Eu-
rope, to impose new regulations re-
lated to a new form of economy that
is extremely harmful to
those countries.

The third charac-
teristic feature of the
new European ideology
is genderism. In fact, it
would be more appropri-
ate to speak of a West-
ern ideology — because it
is not only, unfortunate-
ly, the European Union;
exactly the same ideo-
logical element can be
observed especially in
a sort of centre of the
Atlantic world, which
is the United States. And if we take
a closer look at the ideology followed
by the American Democrats led by
the current president, it is not at all
different from what we can observe
in the European Union. Genderism is
the belief that by means of state, le-
gal and social measures, it is possible
to bring up or create a human being
in a somewhat new way, denying his
or her rootedness in the existing re-
ality. For instance, in biology, in what

26

is inviolable, i.e. the gender division.
In what now seems to be subject to
constant manipulation, meaning, for
example, the so-called equalisation of
sexual orientations.
mmigrationism, climatism and
Igenderism are three instruments
leading to what? Here is where
that final element comes in: glo-
balism, or the belief that the exist-
ence of nation states and national
identities must be abolished. To bring
about a single super-state machine
that controls everyone in the spirit of
progress and in the spir-
it of development. It is
easy to see that if we
confront the aforemen-
tioned elements with
the current EU policy
towards the rest of the
European Union, they
are all there.

The first, immigra-
tionism, is an attempt
to force these countries
to forcibly relocate refu-
gees or migrants. These
are migrants called refu-
gees, obviously to make

it easier to impose. Immigrationism
is precisely reflected in the decisions
taken by the European Commission
and the attempts to impose them on
individual countries. Then there is
the attempt to impose climatism on
these countries. The famous ‘Fit for
55’ and the consequent attempts to
force these states to make decisions
that are clearly detrimental to their
societies, such as the abandonment of
combustion cars, the introduction of

Pawetl Lisicki, Editor-in-Chief of the
weekly magazine Do Rzeczy

compulsory zero-emission certificates
for homes, etc. All of this fits into the
climate package prepared by the Eu-
ropean Union.

enderism - it is easy to see the
Gdegree to which this is even

declared by Ms Ursula von der
Leyen in September 2019 in her so-
called State of the Union address,
when she said that it cannot be the
case that someone who is a parent
in one country is not a parent in an-
other country of the Union. In other
words, we have a precise definition
of this aspiration that the European
Union is trying to impose on all of its
Member States.

Finally, there is globalism, that
is, the element of destruction or
dismantling of nation states, very
strongly explicated or expressed by
Chancellor Olaf Scholz in its sim-
ple form: an end to the right of ve-
to, meaning the introduction of the
so-called qualified majority at first,
and then perhaps the simple major-
ity, which would mean that nation
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states lose their primary instrument
for blocking globalist elements or in-
clinations on the part of the Euro-
pean Union. Additionally, the cur-
rent international situation is being
exploited here, where Chancellor
Scholz - and not only him, as this al-
so applies to the Brussels elite — has
set a condition: enlargement of the
Union can only take place alongside
the abandonment of the right of veto.

The ideological source of im-
migrationism, climatism, gender-
ism and globalism is the reason for
a large part of Western media to
present the countries of Central and
Eastern Europe in such a negative
way. Not all of them - just to be clear
- but those, with particular empha-
sis on Poland and Hungary, who have
enough strength and persistence and
enough commitment to their na-
tional identity to oppose this great
project. It is no coincidence that all
the negative opinions do not apply
to Central Europe as such. There is
a very clear division here. The bad
ones are Hungary and Poland be-
cause they disobey and undermine
the project with regard to these four
elements that I have mentioned.

By undermining I mean the ac-
tions of the government. Of course,
I have often criticised the Polish gov-
ernment for being too compliant
with what Brussels says in some as-
pects — especially with regard to cli-
matism and genderism. But I am al-
so well aware that, if you look at it
from the European perspective, even
these limited and, in my opinion, of-
ten too timid actions of the Polish
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authorities were still something un-
bearable, which had to be overcome
and resulted in an alternative gov-
ernment, more favourable to these
solutions.

This, in my opinion, is the source.
Of course, it is important to strive to
demonstrate that our reality is dif-
ferent than it appears to many in

the West. That the narrative of the
alleged violation of the rule of law,
the continued destruction of democ-
racy and human rights, is incorrect
and untrue. However, one must real-
ise that this does not result from ei-
ther ignorance, lack of knowledge or
a nonchalant approach to reality. The
reason is that Western media pursue
very specific ideological and political
interests and will continue to do so
as they have done.

ast thing. How could we try to
Ldeal with this? This is no great

achievement. At our weekly
newspaper, we established a foun-
dation that runs a website exclusive-
ly in English. It is called sovereignty.
pl, and we publish a significant part
of our articles in English in order to
break down this barrier. I very much
believe in this venture and would like
to see it grow. I am also very happy
when other Polish media do this, be-
cause they do it too. However, I am
well aware that the problem is not
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the ability to access other informa-
tion, but the ideological bias result-
ing from the aforementioned issues.

To conclude: our trouble is al-
so that this is not just a problem, as
many in Poland think, of Europe or of
European pressure. If we listen to the
statements of, for example, the cur-
rent US Ambassador to Warsaw, Mark

Brzezinski, they point to exactly the
same principles I have been talking
about. This is the exact same fight
for human rights there, the fight for
the rule of law, support for the cli-
mate system and genderism. That
is to say, unfortunately, we are con-
fronting a gigantic Atlanticist ideol-
ogy and we have to defend ourselves
as much as possible and as much as
we can manage.

Michal Karnowski

The focus we are witnessing in
our region is important. However, we
must remember that we are part of
something bigger. If we look at what
is happening in the US market, we
have a sense of a copy of the mech-
anisms, the tools used to maintain
dominance, to humiliate the oppo-
nent, to exclude them, to take away
their legitimacy. We probably all
share similar experiences. I remem-
ber a young journalist visiting from

Michat Karnowski, journalist, columnist of the
weekly magazine Sieci, and wPolityce.pl website

Germany, I think he had
good will, and he sent
in an article that wasn'’t
particularly right-wing
or favouring the ruling
party of Law and Justice
(PiS), but it showed that
there were two sides.
I met him two days lat-
er. With regret, he told
me: it was pointed out
to me that I had misdi-
agnosed the situation.
I think we are deal-
ing with not just a bi-
as, but something more
than that. It is a rigid
control of media coverage. In Ger-
many, for example - shockingly for
us — the control is powerful and al-
ways steered by the government. Yes,
the political power in Germany has
a much greater impact on German
media than the political power in Po-
land has even on those considered
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to be government-controlled or

pro-government media. But just to

try and structure the issue: it seems

to me that we are facing an attack on

the countries of our region, on our
environments, in three areas.

irstly: the institutions of the

Fstate, the media, all sorts of or-

ganisations. Let us note that

every form of subjectivity that ex-

ists and functions here, from state

structures to journalistic organisa-

tions, is all undermined, criticised,

attacked. It is all being deprived of its

legitimacy, it is being invalidated, it

is being declared irrelevant. Institu-

tions are undoubtedly

a form that simply en-

ables the communities,

societies, people, com-

monwealths to act and

be effective. Without

institutions, we are but

a mass. And these insti-

tutions are very precise-

ly attacked and denied.

Secondly: Berlin,

Brussels or Paris are

very careful to ensure

that we do not develop

any platform to bring

us together. The Viseg-

rad Group is mocked,

ridiculed and under-

mined. From the Polish perspective,

every time a change of government

takes place in Czechia or Slovakia,

it brings hope in the EU that per-

haps this government will no longer

participate in the Visegrad Group,

that it will dissent. Sometimes these

hopes come true.
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Jolanta Hajdasz, Director of CMWP SDP,
Vice-President of SDP
R

F urthermore: the Trimarium. You

can talk to Polish diplomats to

find out how much effort Ger-
man diplomacy has put into torpedo-
ing the Three Seas Initiative, so that
this project would not work, so that
there would be no further steps. Be-
cause the Trimarium was established,
then the Three Seas Fund was creat-
ed, and it would be advisable to go
further, to create institutions within
the European Union, because the Tri-
marium is an internal EU project. But
brakes were being applied. Some of
it worked, some of it didn’t, but a lot
was done to prevent the Three Seas
Initiative from succeeding. So the at-
tack on our organisational forms is
very strong.

This attitude results in an at-
tack on our economy, on our pros-
perity, on our industry, on our pro-
duction capacity, on our innovation.
We have repeatedly experienced this
kind of targeted attack on some Pol-
ish products, on Polish activities. Not

30

to mention the regulatory game be-
ing played by the lobbyists and the
Western governments. I recently had
a very interesting discussion at the
Economic Forum in Karpacz. Some of
the leading Polish businessmen were
there, but the ones who really pro-
duce: windows, chemical products;
companies that are really present on
the European market, present in the
East as well. One of the participants
in this panel was a very important
Polish journalist, a liberal-left Edi-
tor-in-Chief of an important news-
paper with such a profile. And he de-
livered a fiery speech. He said: the
free market will solve everything, no
regulations, no games of this sort.
We enter European markets, there
the rules are the same for everyone
and we can push on and be success-
ful. I think that these entrepreneurs
would have applauded him even ten
years ago, but today they opposed.
They said: You don’t know what is
going on! You don’t know how we
are being cut out of individual mar-
kets by nation states or the European
Commission with various regulatory
tricks, with rule changes, with some-
times even extremely vulgar admin-
istrative barriers. So here we are also
being hit very precisely.

The third element is an attack
on our identity, our self-confidence,
which of course also originates from
pride in our history, from the feel-
ing that we can distribute prestige.
All the elements that distribute pres-
tige, dignity, some kind of recogni-
tion among nation states or in our
community are being undermined,

TOMASZ SAKIEWICZ
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF GAZETA POLSKA, GAZETA POLSKA
CODZIENNIE AND TELEWIZJA REPUBLIKA

Dogmatism of the European Union

It is said that, for instance, European justice is an Many EU concepts
EU standard. And European justice requires forced are established
relocation. What does it come from? Nothing, I am in such a manner
afraid. Even though there is no such provision, the - by atheists, by
standards are strictly applied. And it is applied to the way - that they
such an extent that Poland is threatened with sanc- bear the marks of
tions if we do not accept relocation. This means that religious dogma.
there are standards of revealed law nature as they On the other hand,
are not the result of agreements, democratic elec- they seem to be
tions or even decisions of overt institutions. They are invalid if it harms
just ordered out of a sudden. Someone says that Po- the interests of
land has broken an EU standard. There is the Court of those who preach
Justice that will rule that Poland has actually broken them.
that standard. And then sanctions will be applied.

The European Union is home to dogmatism where concepts are theocra-
tic, or indisputable. When something stems from revelation, there is no argu-
ing with it as the source of revelation is above all law. Many EU concepts are
established in such a manner - by atheists, by the way - that they bear the
marks of religious dogma. On the flip side, they seem to be invalid if they harm
the interests of those who preach them. In other words: you can sometimes
let immigrants in and sometimes not. And a certain structure of the Europe-
an Union that emerges from all this serves mainly the interests of the larg-
est country, that is Germany. Let me now refer to history. The Second German
Reich was based on the fact that even though all the countries united under
the emperor’s rule had a Reichstag in which they approved laws, Prussia had
the decisive vote and the vetoing power. And they — meaning the Germans -
want to recreate the political structure of the Second Reich. This means that
this time, yes, all countries will be able to vote on various issues, but Germany
will enjoy the vetoing and deciding vote. But in order to justify this undem-
ocratic system, devoid of the foundations of what the EU was - a democratic
Europe of nations, there must be values that will be announced to us. So if we
communicate that, say, we do not want forced immigrants, higher values will
be invoked based on which we will have to accept them. Otherwise we will be
punished. And just as the will of the German Emperor, elected by God Himself,
was the higher value there, here the highest values will involve certain truths
that will be revealed to us by those who govern the Union.




attacked. Only the European, i.e. Ger-
man awards, only the medals award-
ed in Berlin or France are supposed
to have power, be strong and be rec-
ognised as legitimate. Everything else
is undermined, so I think we are be-
ing very precisely struck here at our
belief that we represent something.
History is, of course, a special field. In
the case of Poland, our national pride
is being attacked very precisely here.
How we got through the terrible time
of World War II, fighting from the first
to the last day on the right side; how
we then dealt with Communism. To-
day, for example, in how we defend
our borders. All of this comes with
terrible accusations, the idea that we
are vile, disgusting, have never be-
haved with dignity and have always
made supposedly bad choices.
Sometimes I am tired, for exam-
ple, of conferences on the Church
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where we will talk about how things
are terribly wrong. We all know that
it is terribly wrong in many areas. But
what to do about it? This is a task we
cannot abdicate. Above all, we must
realise that these tools serve to con-
trol us. If we accept this diagnosis,
many things become understanda-
ble. This violence that is being used
against us, this attack becomes less
effective if we put a name to it: yes,
they are all about control. These are
the tools they use to keep us in line.
ow should this be countered?
HI believe that in each of these
areas that [ have mentioned,
we simply need to be very active. Do
whatever we can, self-organise, cre-
ate communities of all kinds. This
conference also serves as an exam-
ple of such action. I look around the
room and I know many people. We
know each other, we have seen each

other before, including the Felczak
Institute. I think this is a huge cred-
it to the editorial collaboration. Pre-
sumably, had we met 10-15 years
ago, there would not have been such
familiarity, such contacts, such chan-
nels, such forms of exchange of ex-
perience. This is a big thing: to cre-
ate structures, to organise ourselves,
to continue the Visegrad Group and
the related activities, to be able to
overcome certain differences. I think
the Poles and Hungarians have man-
aged to achieve this recently. We
have a lot of differences
with regard to the war,
but nevertheless our
ties, our relationships
have not been broken.

It is necessary to
build cooperation with
those countries that per-
haps do not yet have so
many elites to join here,
or we simply do not
know each other, which
is more likely. Keep an
eye on your own institu-
tions, including the me-
dia, which is extreme-
ly important, but - of
course — fight economi-
cally. Here it is fair to say
that time is on our side.
They can see this and that is why
there is such nervousness there. Each
year we gain, we too become richer,
more and more confident. But I would
say that the most important element,
a red line of sorts, is to guard the sov-
ereignty of nation states, because
everything we have been discussing
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here is possible as long as we have
our own state. If we lose it, if we be-
come part of the blurred structure, it
will overtake us. And this is very like-
ly and is just over the horizon. At that
point, our possibilities will be very,
very limited.

Béla Bauer

We talk about mutual percep-
tions in Europe or Central and East-
ern Europe. I believe that our con-
siderations of where manipulation

and shadowing tenden-
cies come from should
not be limited to the
nineteenth and twen-
tieth centuries. Let me
take this opportunity to
share a thought: I don'’t
like the term ‘Central
and Eastern Europe’.
I like the term ‘Inter-
mediate Europe’ be-
cause Poland, Hungary,
Czechia and Slovakia
belong to one cultur-
al circle - between the
Eastern and Western
Christianity. And this
duality encapsulates
our approach and our
way of thinking. I men-
tioned this because we are talking
about manipulation, and I believe
that one of the reasons we are vul-
nerable to manipulation is that we
have no common cultural referenc-
es and we always see things in terms
of our own history and our own
experiences. Western and Central
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I am proud to participate
in the debate for Poland

ed by the major Western media is false. Everyone a positive effect
who appreciates truth and knows of the world on the course of
just a little bit is shocked at the difference between the events multiple

The image of freedom of speech in Poland as creat- We have had

coverage of the Polish situation and our reality as we times. We stopped
seem to be the most liberal country in this regard. One a lot of bad things.
of the objectives of this conference at the Association Sometimes we

of Polish Journalists is to ponder who and why cares so won, sometimes
much about spreading misinformation about Poland. we lost these

Why is everything we make ourselves, everything that battles for Poland,
is subjective, under attack? Why is there siege of our for the truth.
economy - EU regulations are highly unfair at times: But we keep
promotion of Western companies and willingness to on fighting.

put a break on us are nothing short of evident. Why are

our values identity being attacked? Why should we be

‘disgusting’ in culture, in the narrative of what was and what is? 10 years ago Ger-
mans did a horrible film completely distorting history — Our Mothers, Our Fathers —
and they were not ashamed. And today we have Green Border, funded by Germany
to a certain extent, which depicts a natural and obvious defence of the Polish state
as something terrible.

At the conference we can see that the idea that the description of the current
situation is unfair or that the older countries of Europe look at us with superiori-
ty is shared. This is why contact with the reader is so important. Many people ap-
preciate what we do, they buy our newspapers and read our websites - this is the
best review to us. It is often the case that readers co-funded our media. This means
that we are needed and that we have the capacity to influence the situation in Po-
land, and perhaps in Europe. And we do it. Honest, pro-Polish journalists — as I call
them - do not have it easy. In addition, there is not as much money here as in the
powerful commercial media. Nevertheless, I have a sense of huge satisfaction: par-
ticipating in the public arena is a huge privilege. I derive pride from the fact that
I can participate in this debate about Poland and Polish affairs. Our Sieci journalists
share my sentiments. We have had a positive effect on the course of events multi-
ple times. We stopped a lot of bad things. Sometimes we won, sometimes we lost
these battles for Poland, for the truth. But we keep on fighting. Recent years and
the last decade have shown that it is worth doing it despite the huge political dis-
pute, despite the terrible words cast against the so-called ‘regime in Poland’.

Béla Bauer, a representative
of the Szazadvég think tank

European press will judge everything
on the basis of its own cultural refer-
ences and thought patterns. I think
that the assessment of the Trianon
[On 4 June 1920, the peace treaty was
signed at the Grand Trianon palace in
Versailles between Hungary and the
Entente states: United States, Great
Britain, France, Italy, Japan, Romania,
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slo-
venes, Czechoslovakia and Poland. As
a result, a large part of Hungary was
divided between neighbouring coun-
tries and Hungary lost a significant
part of its population. The US and Po-
land did not ratify this treaty; editor’s
note] is a certain historical caesura,
meaning something completely dif-
ferent in Hungary, Czechia, Slovakia
and Poland. Our approach to nation-
al minorities, such as those living in
Hungary, is completely different to
the Western, liberal thinking.
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hat could be the reason for
‘ ;‘ ; this? Firstly, the fact that
Hungary and the coun-

tries of Intermediate Europe from
the 16th, 17th centuries onwards re-
ceived a lot of ethnically different
population groups, including reli-
gious groups. All of this shapes the
way we relate to our minorities and
how we assimilate all the knowledge
that these peoples, these minorities
brought with them. Please excuse
such a broad approach to the sub-
ject, but I think it is important if we
are talking about an urban or rural
approach, concerning rural areas.
The urban approach uses everything
that is given, and the rural approach
creates its own values. I think this is
crucial. We can see this in scientific
research.

Our think tank Szazadvég con-
ducts various types of research. And
it is worth mentioning here that
we have been noticing such trends:
pre-pandemic and post-pandemic.
The functions of the virtual space
have changed a lot. We are also able
to explain much more in the change
of our approach to everyday life, the
simplifications we use. The method
we use is that of text analysis, we try
to look for meaning and significance.
Remarkably enough, one concept can
be used in many different ways. It is
therefore easy to get attached to par-
ticular concepts.

We talked about the Western Eu-
ropean way of understanding. Are
we then able to convey ideas based
on our cultural contexts, as they oc-
cur here in Poland, Slovakia, Czechia,
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Hungary? Because someone in West-
ern Europe who does not share these
cultural references is unable to un-
derstand them or sometimes delib-
erately manipulates them. However,
I have one comment on what we say
about Germany. It should be taken
into account that Germany is divid-
ed into eastern and western parts.
East Germans are much more able
to appreciate these different shades

and glows, that is: East Germany ap-
proaches us a little differently. I think
it is with greater sensitivity. Proba-
bly at the moment we have far fewer
cultural references that were present
under Communism. Naturally, this
comes with the passage of time.

We are talking about trends that
are emerging in the European Union
and that are being shaped in par-
ticular by the French and the Ger-
mans. A Hungarian living anywhere
in the world will always have a con-
servative mindset; he or she tries to
think in national, Hungarian terms.
And the question is: how not to give
up? How do we make future genera-
tions aware of how the dictatorship
worked here in Central Europe? How
can we pass this on to our children,
our grandchildren? It is very diffi-
cult. Of course, those who were still
born in those days are well aware
of all these notions, all these trends
in Western Europe, this one-way
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thinking. It was already passed on by
King St Stephen to his son that one-
way thinking was prevalent. And this
is exactly what we can see now in Eu-
rope. I am referring to how thinkers
approach everything that happens
around them.

At this point, I would like to re-
fer to a study that took place in 2018
and focused on the memories of the
communist period among the dif-

ferent generations. It appears that
over time some images have simpli-
fied. There was one thing we could
agree on: that there is no unified
picture. Interestingly, the older gen-
eration — our grandparents and par-
ents — were not able to convey the
experiences of, for example, the oc-
cupation to their children. Similar-
ly, now the 50- to 60-year-olds are
not able to convincingly convey
stories of their own lives. Recently
a student asked me if it was actually
necessary to stop at the border and
if there was a border control. I con-
firmed, of course. We need to pass
on our experiences to the youth, so
that they know, so that they under-
stand this experience of ours and
the reason why we have our distinct
way of thinking. These are the sort
of cultural transfers that must inter-
act and interact bidirectionally, both
from the perspective of the youth
and from that of the elders.

Ondfej Smigol

he Czech Republicis in a slight-
I ly different situation to Hunga-
ry and Poland. Western media
sometimes write about how beautiful
Prague is, about cheap beer, but not
much else. fall of the Petr Necas gov-
ernment, we had a social democrat-
ic government, then the Andrej Babi$
government, which was ideology-free
in order to draw European subsidies.
Now we have a government led by
the conservative Petr Fiala of the
ODS [Civic Democratic Party; ed.],
with a broad coalition of four other
parties, and the ODS being its most
conservative wing. The other parties
are more liberal, with the exception
of ‘the populars’ (KDU-CSL), who are
conservative when it
comes to social issues.
Therefore, for the past
ten years, we have had
governments in Czechia
that have not pushed
any major conserva-
tive ideas, which means
that the Western, lib-
eral media see Czechia
as a country that is not
worth writing about.
The second reason
for the lack of Western
interest is the Czech
government’s approach
to the European Union.
All surveys show that
Czechia is very Euros-
ceptic towards the EU, but Czech gov-
ernments are traditionally not con-
sidered problematic in Brussels: the

FORUM DZIENNIKARZY - 03(150) 2023

Ond¥ej Smigol, columnist for the Echo24 website

Social Democrats were
never anti-European,
neither was Babis$ be-
cause he needed subsi-
dies, and neither is the
current government. The
current broad coalition
is composed of parties
considered to be Euros-
ceptic. However, the ODS
coalition partners would
not dare to propose their
ideas. It was the MEPs
who helped promote
the Euro 7 electric cars
and replace the tradi-
tional ones in Czechia.
The Czech establish-

ment and diplomats are convinced
that the existing coalition is benefi-
cial and that more can be changed
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in Europe if we engage in EU projects
rather than cause problems. If we
cooperate, we will be more reward-
ed or appreciated. But it’s quite the
opposite. When we are polite, we are
of no interest to anyone. Perhaps we
should speak up more often, be more
careful not to be labelled in a certain
way as well.

It seems to me that
the image of the Czech
Republic in Europe is
not negative, but not
too positive either. Now,
for example, with the
war in Ukraine, togeth-
er with Poland we sent
the largest amount of
military aid to Ukraine
and took in a lot of refu-
gees. I haven'’t seen any
mention of this support
anywhere in Western
media — whether about
Poland or about us.
We - Poland, Czechia -
write about taking in
refugees from Ukraine,
but we are always men-
tioned at the end. These
are the views of the
Western European media. Czechia
is basically of no interest to anyone
in Western Europe.

Jolanta Hajdasz

Perhaps in Western Europe there
is no interest in Czechia, but in Po-
land your country is certainly of
great importance to us. I would like
to open the discussion.
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Pawetl Lisicki

colleague from Hungary, because

it is important in our discus-
sion, between us representing dif-
ferent countries. An example of the
need to be mindful of various his-
torical sensitivities. I lived and grew
up in Zoliborz, a dis-

trict in Warsaw. During

the communist era, the

main square in Zoli-

borz was called Plac

Komuny Paryskiej (Par-

is Commune Square),

but before World War II,

this square was named

after Wilson, the US

president who draft-

ed the 1918 plan for

the self-determination

of nations and, as was

commonly believed in

Poland, was one of the

main promoters of the

restoration of Poland’s
independence in 1918.

When the communist

period came along, most

Varsovians continued to

use the name ‘Wilson Square’. It was
a form of social resistance to the
communist system. When the com-
munist era ended, the name ‘Wilson
Square’ was restored. When I went to
visit Hungary and started talking and
reading books on Hungarian history,
I suddenly realised that this Wilson,
who for us was an obvious positive
hero, was considered an extremely
negative hero in Hungary. After all,

Imust refer to the speech of our

PAWEL LISICKI

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF THE WEEKLY MAGAZINE Do RZECZY

The EU is on the road to collapse

of certain opinions that are treated as accep- that should be

table and that it shapes the way of political demanded is the
thinking. Four features characteristic of today’s way defence of the
of thinking in the European Union - be it immigra- national identity
tionism, climatism, genderism or globalism - each and sovereignty
of these issues is treated by the current leadership of individual
class - one could take the liberty to describe it so — as states within the
a form not subject to discussion. It is in this sense, of European Union.
course, not in the literal sense, that we can talk about
some kind of dogmatism. That is about a belief that,
for instance, gender ideology is not something that is empirically researched
and debated, but rather something that is to be accepted. This is a classic sign
of ideology. And in this sense, various political ideologies have a component of
dogmatism in them, that is they are treated as something good by default and
not subject to any discussion. This often leads humanity astray and ends in
a disaster. When a person loses common sense and the capacity of good jud-
gement and gives in to an ideology, they are most often, unfortunately, subject
to manipulation. They are used for evil and inappropriate purposes.

As for what could be expected from the European Union, I think that the
basic thing that should be demanded is the defence of the national identity
and sovereignty of individual states within the European Union. This is abso-
lutely crucial. The sovereignty element or the attempt to stop the federalisa-
tion process in the Union is, in my opinion, the only framework that serves the
European Union itself. This is so as further striving, such as we have now, to
impose one’s top-down solutions on others, to eliminate the right of veto, to
pursue policies against individual states, does not in any way lead to closer co-
operation between individual states, but will ultimately result in the destruc-
tion of the European Union. This is the path that Mr Schulz, Mr Macron and
Mrs von der Leyen, and so on, have taken. This, in my opinion, is the path that
will lead to the collapse of the European Union. Anyone who wants to protect
themselves against this must abandon the operational plan for the federali-
sation of the Union. But I don'’t quite believe that the European elites will give
it up. Therefore, I believe that this process will continue and that the collapse
will ensue perhaps in the foreseeable future.

The thing about every ideology is that it is a set The basic thing




this was the president who, according
to Hungarians, supported the Treaty
of Trianon, and the principle of the
self-determination of peoples, thanks
to which Poland regained its inde-
pendence, was used against Hunga-
ry. That is, despite the huge num-
bers of minorities, many millions of
them, outside the ethnic borders of
Hungary, this principle was not ap-
plied to the country and the state
was partitioned. The reason I say this
is to show how we need to be atten-
tive and learn about the individual
countries and their traditions, to un-
derstand that we do not all have the
same heroes and the same past, so
that we do not then impose our own
way of looking at others around us.
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Hubert Bekrycht

senting the Association of Polish

Journalists (SDP) for several years
at various foreign conventions, such
as those of the European or Interna-
tional Federation of Journalists (IF]).
And I am simply horrified. The gen-
tlemen said that Poland has been
perceived most negatively over the
past eight years. In these organiza-
tions, Poland is not perceived at all,
and if it is, it’s only from the per-
spective of sixty people from the
Society of Journalists. I visited The
Hague recently. When I mentioned
that a man from Poland proposing
all resolutions condemning Poland

Ihave had the pleasure of repre-
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was a communist member of the
Polish United Workers’ Party (PZPR),
a Greek, a Portuguese, and a German
wanted me out of the room. They
said that there were communists in
their countries, that they were very
cool and that we should rather feel
sorry for them because they were in
the minority. Those people who were
there, including those at the IFJ con-
vention in Izmir the year before, com-
pletely misunderstand our perspec-
tive. I no longer have the strength
to explain our point. How come the
Society of Journalists affiliated with
Gazeta Wyborcza, with TVN, with only
60 people, has one or two seats at the
congresses of European delegations,
and we, although more than 2,800
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journalists belong to SDP, have three
or four? But this is how the mandates
are distributed by European journal-
ist organisations, which are heavily
subsidised with our contributions.

Elzbieta Krélikowska-Avis

I would like to refer to the words
of one of my predecessors who spoke
about the cultural background and
tried to answer the question: why has
the left-liberal media gone so far left?
Why do we have so many enemies in
Europe? Well, the counter-cultural rev-
olution, that political correctness has
been part of, was very gentle at the be-
ginning, in the 1970s, 1980s, but over
the last 20 years it has turned into hard
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Elzbieta Krélikowska-Avis,
feature writer, correspondent
for the Polish media from
the United Kingdom

left-liberal propaganda.
In the 1970s, when I was
first in Spain, El Pais was
a centrist daily; the Ger-
man Die Welt was al-
so centrist. In the late
1970s and 1980s in the
UK there was The Inde-
pendent, there was the
centrist The Observer, on-
ly later to be bought by
The Guardian and change

From Hollywood
to the European
Film Academy,
which awards
its own prize,
and the BBC, the
film industry
has turned to the
left. Agnieszka
Holland’s film is

just a splinter of
what happened.
She is an

my profession. Being
in the UK, I used to de-
scribe British and oth-
er cinema, as I often
attended internation-
al festivals. Back then,
there were still differ-
ent film genres, e.g. cos-
tume film, social drama,
psychological drama
and so on. This is not
the case at the moment.

its political profile. Over Sl Ayl Nowadays, from Holly-
the past 20-30 years we representative wood to the European
can observe, as part of of contemporary Film Academy, which
a cultural revolution, cinema. awards its own prize,

a change of direction in
many of Europe’s most
influential newspapers. Not to men-
tion how far to the left the BBC or the
privately owned ITV in the UK have
moved. This is one thing.

The second thing: the global film
establishment has also drifted very
much to the left. As a film critic in the
early 1990s, I really enjoyed practising
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and the BBC, the film in-
dustry has turned to the
left. Agnieszka Holland’s film is just
a splinter of what happened. She is
an absolutely typical representative
of contemporary cinema. Hollywood
is either making virtual nonsense for
children and adolescents, or films
that are so politically correct that they
are really hard to watch.

Jolanta Hajdasz, Director of CMWP SDP,
Vice-President of SDP

Krzysztof Skowronski

from abroad, from Hungary and

Czechia. I've been to Budapest
and Prague, but I've never had the
opportunity to ask what is the ste-
reotype of a Czech in Hungary and
what is the stereotype you have of
a Hungarian in Czechia?

Ihave a question for our guests

Ondfej Smigol

I've never thought about it. It’s
not mentioned in niche media either.
I think there is such a stereotype in
the Czech media, on TV and radio:
Orbén is a dictator and Hungary is
a country with no freedom of speech,
no freedom of the press and all the
elections that have taken place there
are suspicious. The average Hungari-
an likes palinka, goes to the sauna or
bathes in hot springs and feels good.
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As for thermal springs, I don’t
know if I can agree with that, but in
terms of a positive attitude towards
alcohol, it is something natural in
Central Europe. We Hungarians asso-
ciate Czechs with beer. Of course, it
all depends on whether the citizen in
question has been to Prague or not.
And as far as the media is concerned,
as my colleague mentioned before
me, there is little coverage of Czechia
in Hungary. If the Czech Republic ap-
pears in the press at all, it is in the
context of whether or not they agree
with us on European issues. Then
the liberal press would write about
it. Or also when Czechs, for example,
attack the Orban government. How-
ever, let us keep in mind that these
stereotypes did not emerge in the
present day, but a long time ago. Es-
pecially in Hungary, people in their
sixties don’t say ‘Czechia’ at all, but
‘Czechoslovakia’ or ‘Slovakia’ in gen-
eral. They get confused. This is some-
thing we can also call a stereotype. ®

Béla Bauer

Hubert Bekrycht, PAP journalist,
Secretary General of the SDP
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and

Fake news
about Central
Europe

MODERATOR:

journalist, publicist,
TVP correspondent in Brussels

writer, Do Rzeczy columnist

Polish media correspondent
in Germany

journalist, columnist for the weekly
magazine Sieci (Croatia)

analyst of the Pravy bfeh (Right Bank)
website (Brno, Czechia)

director of the MCC Institute
- Mathias Corvinus Collegium

(Hungary)

Rafal Ziemkiewicz

It is a matter of fact that West-
ern European and Western media in
general are inundated with untold
stories about Poland and other East-
ern European countries. I would like
to share a view on the origins of this
phenomenon. In my opinion, what
happened here was
that two trends con-
verged and understood
each other perfectly.
I don’t know about oth-
er countries, but as far
as Poland is concerned,
according to my under-
standing 99% or maybe
100% of fake news about
Poland was produced
internally. These are
not the ideas of West-
ern journalists or West-
ern media. These are the
kind of situations like
the one when the no-
torious fraudster Bart
Staszewski made a sign ‘LGBT free
zone’, suggesting that it was some
kind of a no go zone for homosexu-
als. He later attached this sign to the
names of towns and cities where res-
olutions had been passed that really
have nothing directly to do with LG-
BT, for example prohibiting educators
of any kind from entering schools
unless they are approved by the par-
ents of the children who study there.
These images resonated in the Eu-
ropean Parliament and formed the
basis of a resolution against Poland,
which allegedly created some no go
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When a savage
whom you want

Debate III

zones for LGBT people. And this still
resonates today in Western media.
There are dozens of such stories, and
most or even all of them are made up
here. Where does it come from? In
my opinion, alongside the trends dis-
cussed in the previous panel, the un-
derlying reason is the peculiar men-
tality of Western elites, which has
not changed since the
19th century. The men-
tality is hard to change
in general. I'm not com-

NG\ IEISERS - plaining about that.
stubborn, he
should simply
be flogged.
This is an old

Poles have also changed
little since the Four-Year
Sejm and the Targowica
Confederation. Anyhow,

colonial tradition Western countries are
and we are just
constantly being nial mentality, feeling
subjected to this
kind of flogging

so that we adopt They see us as under-
Western values.

still trapped in a colo-

entitled to some kind of
a white man’s mission.

developed, uncivilised
people whom they will
civilise. That in itself
would not necessarily be a bad thing.
It could take the form of a benign pa-
triarchalism towards countries that
are perceived by the West not as hos-
tile, but rather silly. Unfortunately,
when a savage whom you want to
civilise is being stubborn, he should
simply be flogged. This is an old co-
lonial tradition and we are just con-
stantly being subjected to this kind
of flogging so that we adopt West-
ern values. The problem is not that
Western countries still have a white
colonialist mentality, but that they
think the whole world is just like
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them, only underdeveloped in com-
parison. That is, they systematically
fail to see that we are different, that
the countries of this region have
a different history. That they had no
colonies, for example, they had no
slavery at home. They had serfdom,
but it’s not the same thing. I don’t
want to speak for others, but when it
comes to the specifics of Polish his-
tory and the resulting characteristics
of Polish mentality, I feel competent
to lecture on this.

strong pressure must be exerted on
them not to sin. In Poland, the Catho-
lic attitude is that there is no sin that
could not be confessed. I will there-
fore go to the parish priest. As much
as I've messed up, I'm going to pay
for a new tin roof for the church, but
I'll sort it out with him somehow.
Never in our country has sin, such
as homosexuality, been a public is-
sue. No reason to be proud, but also
no reason to be ashamed. It’s simply
nobody’s business. And that is why

After World War II in Germany, all those persecuted by the Nazi regime
were rehabilitated, except for those persecuted under Article 175, i.e. for
homosexuality. They want to cure us of their disease, which we never

suffered from!

or a German, for a Frenchman,
Ffor an Englishman, we are such

an Englishman, a Frenchman
from 50 or 100 years ago, who has
not yet discovered certain things and
makes old mistakes. Consequently,
they are convinced that they know
the solution to all of our problems
better than we do, because these are
their problems from 50 or 100 years
ago. And they will solve these prob-
lems for us, whether we want them
to or not, because they know better.
One example: that extremely fash-
ionable among Western media issue
of homosexuality. This has actually
never been a problem in Poland be-
cause we are a Catholic country, not
a Protestant one. With Protestants,
there is collective responsibility.
Someone who sins brings misfortune
upon the whole collective. Therefore,
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there was no Eulenburg affair in Po-
land, no Oscar Wilde. There has nev-
er been an issue of conviction for ho-
mosexuality. In the first penal code of
independent Poland, homosexuality
did not exist as a crime. This is why
Karol Szymanowski, whose private
inclinations were known to every-
one in Warsaw and were laughed at
by everyone, was the rector of the
State Music Conservatory in the very
Catholic Poland in the 1930s. Be-
cause it was his private business. He
was an outstanding musician and
owed everything to his talent. Mean-
while, Germany had already hound-
ed its national hero to death in the
1950s — I'm thinking of Alan Turing.
After World War II in Germany, all
those persecuted by the Nazi regime
were rehabilitated, except for those
persecuted under Article 175, i.e. for

Rafal Ziemkiewicz, writer,
columnist for Do Rzeczy

homosexuality. They want to cure us
of their disease, which we never suf-
fered from!
here is a second condition:
| Polish otherness. We don’t
have enough time to do a big
lecture on the subject, but the Pol-
ish otherness consists in that here
the class struggle has never worked.
There was simply no bourgeoisie. The
old Poland consisted of peasants and
noblemen, and between them there
was an intermediary, the Jew. The
bourgeois layer never developed. It’s
an entirely different social structure.
For various reasons, there were no
peasant revolts. There were no revo-
lutions. Consequently, the Left never
had any ground to stand on here.
Poland’s Left was always devel-
oped by the intelligentsia, various ide-
alists - mostly students — and was not
quite that left-wing. That is to say, just
like in the case of Pilsudski, Polish left-
ism did not stem from Marx, but from
the tradition of Tadeusz Kos$ciuszko,
the head of the first Polish uprising,
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who handed out scythes to the peas-
ants, not even symbolically. Bartosz
Glowacki was rewarded for his hero-
ism. Hence, it was a Left that accentu-
ated social justice, but did not refer to
the notion of class struggle at all. And
the real, left-wing Left was marginal
in Poland. And what could this margin
achieve? There is a famous sentence
that the philosopher Tadeusz Kronski
wrote in a letter to Czestaw Mitosz, in
the heyday of the craziest Stalinism,
explaining to Milosz that he had done
wrong by staying in the West: “‘We will
use these Soviet buttstocks to knock
backwardness out of Poles’ heads
and teach them to think rationally’
Kronski was later ashamed of these
words, but he reflected the mindset
of the Polish Left: this nation is hope-
less, it is impossible to make a revo-
lution with it, so we need to get some
buttstocks, some rifles from the out-
side. Today, the role of those rifles is
fulfilled by the EU directives and the
hope for external pressure, Europe-
an sanctions. This is why the Polish
left-liberal opposition is a total de-
nunciatory opposition. Their main job
is to produce all sorts of fake news
and deliver it to the European Par-
liament, to Western newspapers and
mobilise these institutions to support
them in their fight against Polish pop-
ulism, Polish backwardness, Polish ig-
norance. And, obviously, against this
nationalist-Catholic government that
the Poles continually elect for them-
selves. Even though they shouldn'’t,
but apparently they are so ignorant
and under-civilised that they don’t
know better.
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This is actually where the two in-
clinations converge. In Poland, du-
ring the many years of partition, the
custom of settling scores with de-
nunciations unfortunately became
very widespread. When two serfs
had a dispute, one would slander the
other before the treasurer, the oth-
er would therefore be flogged by the
treasurer and the accuser would be
satisfied that he managed to settle
the matter. Unfortunately, as a result,
in Poland even people with really big
names and professorial titles feel
completely entitled to tell on. They
have no mental discomfort behaving
in such a disgraceful manner.

Dominika Gosié

They were told

sense of superi- - in the case of
ority, of false su- Poland - that

the Western pseudo-elites, because
it very much fits the image they al-
ready had of a backward Poland.

It used to be a common joke that
Russia was a country where you could
meet white bears on the street. Now
I have the impression that - in the
case of Poland and Hungary in par-
ticular - these white bears are various
issues related to the so-called rule of
law, democracy. They are highly exag-
gerated, even fake news is produced.
A few years ago, an eminent British
historian, Roger Moorhouse, asked me
where did the bad image of Poland,
of the Polish government in the West,
come from. It was after 2015, after the
change of government.
I wondered, I didn't want
to give a simple answer
along the lines of: be-
cause they don’t like us,

periority, is pres- they were young, because it's not main-

ent among some of our educated, big

stream. And I came to

elites, the so-called op- city citizens, and one conclusion. Maybe

position elites, but so it that gave them
is in the West. And it’s the right to be

it has a touch of a con-
spiracy theory, a bit of

funny that these peo- morally s_uperi_or reckoning with the past,
ple think they are supe- ERCRGEEGELEDIE byt let’s look at who was

rior, when in fact they the right-wing
are much more primi- primitives, and

leaving for the West dur-
ing the communist era:

tive, vulgar and boorish. they believed it. the children and grand-

But they were told - in

the case of Poland - that

they were young, educated, from big
cities and that gave them the right to
be morally superior and to stigma-
tise the right-wing primitives, and
they believed it. Even though these
‘primitives’ are often professors, em-
inent artists with established careers.
And this resonates also, in part, with

children of communists.

They left, hating Poland
deeply, being disgusted by Poland.
They went on to have great careers.
They graduated from Western univer-
sities which people from unencum-
bered families did not have the chance
to graduate from. They left for the
West and settled there. The generation
of their children and grandchildren

JOURNALIST, PUBLICIST,
TVP CORRESPONDENT IN BRUSSELS

In the previous European Commission, Jean-
Claude Juncker, President of the European Commis-
sion at the time, wasn’t convinced to meddle with Pol-
ish affairs. In 2016, it was Timmermans who started to
prompt him, using some of the Poles working at the
European Commission, that the lack of rule of law and
democracy in Poland needs to be addressed. Juncker
then said, on a closed Advent meeting — and I know
this from three different sources, ‘Who am I teach Po-
land how to do democracy?’. This was his first reaction.
Other than that he didn’t know to what extent these
were true reports and to what extent they were based
on falsified accounts aiming to smear Poland. Howev-
er, he let himself be convinced after some time. The
entire mainstream stepped up as well. It announced
that Poland is the ‘black people’. Unfortunately, the
initial activity taken by some of our politicians didn’t
help, including a quite inappropriate and arrogant letter where instead of giv-
ing an explanation and providing the Polish point of view, representatives of
the European Union were attacked in a very infantile manner. As a result, even
those who hadn’t been angry and resisting at first, felt hurt. Because if you of-
fend someone, it'll be rather uncanny for them to be full of positive emotions.
Hungarians have it similar. I have Hungarian friends, journalists in vari-
ous institutions. They say that their opposition, a part of the media, behave in
a similar way. In the case of Hungary, there are obviously fewer so-called inde-
pendent media compared to Poland as Orban went out of his way to gain con-
trol over the media. I discussed the matter with my Bulgarian friend and we
came to the conclusion that the fact that there is such an attitude in our coun-
tries, as opposed to the West, may to a high degree stem from experiencing
the communist yoke. Poles, Hungarians and Bulgarians didn’t feel members
of their own country as the country was enslaved, ties were weakened. It was
truly a regime, so those who fought the regime and informed on it were on the
right side. It amuses me when someone attempts to draw parralels between
our current Polish government and the communist administration. They think
that the situation is just like it was then and that they are on the right side of
the force - they fight communism, which has now assumed the form of the
rule of the United Right, and they think that enjoy moral superiority. This is
not the case though.
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has a deep-rooted sense of contempt
for Polishness, for what is associated,
God forbid, with patriotism, with faith,
with religiosity, with this coarse Pol-
ishness. And they are the ones setting
the tone. Very often working in the
media. In Politico, the European News-
week, there are quite a few examples
of people who already have Western
names because they are from mixed
families. And it is them plus the Polish
contributors from e.g. Gazeta Wyborcza
who spit on Poland with the great-

a very embarrassing situation had
taken place the previous day. Well,
this lady was leaving with a German
professor, the head of a very prestig-
ious think tank, who told her that he
hadn’t known that she was also Pol-
ish, because he associated her more
with the medium in which she works.
He had not thought about the sur-
name, but associated the name more.
To this she replied: ‘Unfortunately
yes.” The German asked: ‘Why un-
fortunately?,” and she said: ‘Because

They eagerly play up to the Western Europeans, saying: ‘Ah, these terrible
Pollacks!’ And little do they know that in the eyes of that German, Belgian,
Dutchman, or Frenchman, they themselves are ‘those Pollacks’.

est commitment. I can see for myself
from my acquaintances who work for
the EU institutions that they consider
themselves - as is now fashionable -
to be EU citizens, Europeans, and not
Poles, because a true European has no
nationality other than European, the
EU nationality. They eagerly play up
to the Western Europeans, saying: ‘Ah,
these terrible Pollacks!” And little do
they know that in the eyes of that Ger-
man, Belgian, Dutchman, or French-
man, they themselves are ‘those Pol-
lacks’. Moreover, these people deeply
despise them, just as one despises
snitches.

A few years ago there was an
off-the-record meeting in Brussels,
a lunch for correspondents, heads
of think tanks and foreign journal-
ists with Prime Minister Morawiecki.
There was also a Polish woman work-
ing for a foreign media outlet. A day
later, a fellow organiser told me that
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it’s embarrassing to admit that you
are from this country’ The German
was very surprised, even disgusted.
My colleague told me that it was in-
appropriate for him to interfere as
he was showing visitors around, but
that he had probably never been so
embarrassed in his life.

nd it just so happened that
Aa day or two later I was doing

an interview with this German
professor. When I asked him for an
appointment, he readily agreed. But
when I came in for the interview two
days later, it apparently had come to
him that I was working for the regime
TV and I was a government party
propagandist, as our opposition pro-
claims, and I was part of the ‘Ignorant
Mass’ in general. The gentleman was
polite, but looked at me with consider-
able detachment. He probably expect-
ed me to attack him straight away and
that it would not be an interview, but

Dominika Cosié, journalist, publicist,
TVP correspondent in Brussels

an accusation. Meanwhile, I did a sub-
stantive interview on the economic
affairs of the European Union. After
the interview, we started talking, al-
ready off-camera, about other topics.
We talked like that for half an hour,
the operator had already left. Then he
asked: ‘But this government of yours
is terrible, isn’t it?’ “Why do you think
that?’ ‘And Poland has no sense of
solidarity at all” ‘In what respect?,
I asked. ‘For example with refugees.
Poland does not want to participate in
the relocation of refugees.’ (We talked
before 2022. Maybe it was 2019, maybe
2020). I replied: ‘But do you know that
there are almost a million Ukrainians
living in Poland?,’ because back then,
after 2014, we already had a million
Ukrainians in Poland, not all of whom
were economic migrants. Some came
from Crimea or the Donbass in east-
ern Ukraine. They were war refugees.
I started explaining the situation to
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him - that the Polish state covers the
costs of refugees. He was very sur-
prised and asked: ‘But why haven'’t
I read about it anywhere?’

Well, that is the question which
perhaps should rather be addressed
to my foreign colleagues than to me.
The important thing is that he was
completely clueless about it and was
very surprised.

say: ‘So now imagine a million
Ipeople and we are yet to receive

thousands more from countries
that are culturally distant from us.
And for that matter, how would the
budget withstand that?’ The result
was that we raised further issues,
including those related to the rights
of sexual minorities. We engaged
in a long conversation, probably an
hour long. At the end he said: ‘Listen,
I'm going to write down your mo-
bile number and it would be a great
pleasure to meet you for coffee.’
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nd he has called me every
Anow and then since then. We
met for coffee. So maybe this
will be a ridiculous conclusion, but
after some time we brought up the
subject of this colleague who very
much wanted to gain in his eyes
precisely by renouncing ‘that awful
country, because it is ‘that country,
not Poland, but ‘that country;’ they
are from ‘that country.’ He asked:
‘Do you know this girl?’ I replied
that I did. ‘She said it was embar-
rassing to come from Poland. Actu-
ally, I didn’t know how to react, be-
cause I don’t know any German who
would say that they are ashamed to
admit that they are German, that
they are from Germany. I thought
she was a very nice girl, but I was
so embarrassed that I didn’t know
how to answer her.’ That’s the atti-
tude full of inhibitions. And I had
really thought she was an educat-
ed person, devoid of inhibitions and
adapted in Brussels.
There are plenty of such cases.
I don’t want to put labels here that
someone is from a smaller town,
from a modest family - that’s ab-
solutely not the point. One simply
should be proud of one’s roots, of
a humble but honest family. Mean-
while, I know quite a few people who,
after coming to Brussels and getting
a job in the EU institutions, have be-
come so overwhelmed with their
promotion, with the fact that they
work for the EU institutions, and they
think that they won the lottery, that
in fact from that moment nationali-
ty, especially Polish nationality, has

become a terrible burden for them.
And it is mostly them who work on
the documents targeting Poland.
They are the first to report on what s
happening in Poland, to try to esca-
late the bashing.

Goran Andrijanié

to operate in both the Polish and

Croatian markets and I describe
myself as a Polish-Croatian journal-
ist. I can say that I am well aware
of the situation in Croatia and the
whole of the former Yugoslavia when
it comes to the media market. I al-
so know the current situation in Po-
land. When I first came to Poland
and started working here, a few
months after [ moved here, the re-
sults of a study by the organisation
Reporters Without Borders were pub-
lished, where Poland dropped 20-30
places in the press freedom index.
At that moment I could do nothing
but laugh. But it was a bitter laugh,
through tears, when I saw these re-
sults. Poland was ranked worse than
Bosnia and Herzegovina. And it is so
absurd that I find it difficult to ex-
plain. I am a Croatian who was born
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. I know
what the situation is there, how the
media function in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina. There is virtually no free
media in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
one that would not be influenced by
a political party. The situation is dis-
astrous and comparing the media
market there with the Polish one is
ridiculous, absurd.

Ihave the privilege of being able

MAGAZINE SIECI (CROATIA)

JOURNALIST, COLUMNIST FOR THE WEEKLY

is a media strategy in place which involves prohi-

bition to write well about Poland. The strategy also
covers the Polish—-Croatian relations.

What can we do to improve our mutual relations?
How to get to know each other? We know too little
about one another. This needs to change. Croatia
doesn’t have even one correspondent from Poland.
And Poland doesn’t have its own, just like the Polish
Press Agency. The Polish Television has one reporter,
who comes sometimes. When I came to Poland, I of-
fered my services to various Croatian agencies, news-
papers and media, but no one was interested to lis-
ten about anything that’s happening in Poland, to see
anything from that perspective. But of course, they
knew that I would write in a more neutral tone, not
from the leftist point of view.

The problem, then, is that in Croatia it’s difficult
to get objective information about what’s happening

I agree with Michat Karnowski, who said that there

in Poland and vice versa. I wanted to say that for this reason it’s vital that we
are meeting. The conclusion from the meeting in Zagreb was that it might be
that institutions don’t have their own information channel, but we must meet
nevertheless. We must speak about each other, share our narratives.

I'm glad that we are here, two Croats who can speak about what’s happen-
ing and how it’s happening. They are still individual initiatives though. I run
a blog where I write in Croatian about what’s happening in Poland, but I do this
for the public good and my free time is limited. There should be an informa-
tion channel for people to know what’s happening in Poland. So far it’s been
a matter of individual initiative, but institutions or associations such as the
Association of Polish Journalists could take up such an initiative, which will

then develop.
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Krzysztof Skowronski, President of SDP,
Editor-in-Chief of the Radio Wnet

that in my opinion there is not
a more pluralistic media market
in Central Europe, even in Western
Europe, in the whole of the European
Union, than there is in Poland. There

Ican honestly and responsibly say

It seems to me that we in the
Central European context do not
have the same experience when
it comes to media transformation.
Everyone has their own specific ex-
periences, good and bad. We recent-

There is not a more pluralistic media market in Central Europe, even in We-
stern Europe, in the whole of the European Union, than there is in Poland.
There is no media market that represents the whole spectrum of different
political opinions in such an accurate way.

is no media market that represents
the whole spectrum of different po-
litical opinions in such an accurate
way. We have both the right and the
left, or from the nationalists to the
conservative media, which are closer
to Law and Justice (PiS). And this is
a situation that I have not seen any-
where, neither in Croatia or Slovenia,
nor in Serbia, let alone Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Macedonia and other
countries that went through a turbu-
lent media transition.
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ly organised a meeting in Zagreb
with Polish and Croatian intellectu-
als. Luka Tripalo was there too. I was
the chairperson of one of the panels,
the topic of which was: ‘How much
do we learn one from the other and
where do we get these news from?’
I arranged an interview with Mr Zy-
bertowicz in the Jutarnjim List [Mor-
ning Journal]. It is a liberal newspaper.
The first thing the journalist asked
was: ‘Why did you drop in the Re-
porters Without Borders index?’ This
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From left to right: Jan Hroudny, analyst of the Pravy bfeh website,
Goran Andrijani¢ journalist, columnist for Sieci

is the narrative that the mainstream
media in Croatia adopts.

nother example. There was
Athe grain crisis between Po-

land and Ukraine. I got a call
from a colleague I used to work
with, which was not easy for me, but
I did nonetheless. Now he is a jour-
nalist who covers foreign policy. His
question was: ‘Why is Poland doing
this? I'm sure if Tusk was in power
this wouldn’t be happening.’ How
was I to prove to him that if Donald
Tusk, God forbid, had been in pow-
er when Russia attacked Ukraine,
he would not have even lifted a fin-
ger and would have done whatever
he was ordered to do by Berlin? He
pursued the reset policy. Tusk’s gov-
ernment was open to Russian influ-
ence in Europe. Donald Tusk’s gov-
ernment played its part in making
European energy dependent on Rus-
sia. I would have had to spend a lot
of time trying to explain and prove
this to him.
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Let me now return to the media
transformation. At the moment in
Croatia — and this is very bad - we do
not have a mainstream media out-
let that represents the national in-
terests of Croatia, of the Croatian
state. This state of affairs has been
in place since the 2000s. This is the
so-called detudmanisation process.
I define this as the elimination of
any national politics from high pol-
itics in Croatia, including the Croa-
tian Democratic Community (HDZ),
which is the party founded by Franjo
Tudman. And so we have no media
representing national interests. Our
media has been purged of Croatian
journalists who think in Croatian.
I wouldn’t want to sound dramatic,
but this is a media transformation.
In Croatia, there is a rift between the
electorate a conservative society —
and the media, which are liberal or
present themselves - as centre-right
but are completely left-wing. In sim-
ple terms, you could say that we have
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a centre-right, but this is the kind of
people’s party that is becoming more
and more liberal. I am, for example,
surprised by Tusk’s actions when it
comes to abortion. But I think the
same will happen in the Croatian
Democratic Community.

The mainstream media in Cro-
atia is turned against the current
Polish government. A colleague of
mine, who is one of the most influ-
ential columnists in Croatia, want-
ed to write an article for a left-wing
weekly in which he portrayed Poland
in a good light. He wanted to write
about what is happening in Poland:
that Poland has economic growth,
that it is becoming a regional pow-
er, that the Polish military is becom-
ing stronger. But they said they don’t
want to publish texts that write well
about Poland.

Jan Hroudny

he topic ‘Between truth and

I lies in Central Europe’ is im-

portant. I will focus on the

Czech perspective and provide some

comments and news within the
Czech context.

I agree that correspondence about
the Czech Republic in foreign media
is not frequent. The Czech Repub-
lic is not interesting for foreign me-
dia. Even fake news does not appear.
How are we supposed to address this?
It may be a good thing that there is
at least fake news about Poland or
Hungary in Western European me-
dia, because at least someone is talk-
ing about you, but there is still a heap
of useful work to be done. This is im-
portant because we all know how the
US Republican party has behaved

From left to right: Jan Hroudny, analyst of the Pravy bieh website,
Boris Kalnoky, Director of MCC Institute — Mathias Corvinus Collegium

WRITER, DO RZECZY COLUMNIST

some kind of panel - I don’t remember what

the topic was — with participation of an English
university worker. It was a woman, who told me af-
ter arriving — and her eyes were like two big squares,
out of astonishment - that she was asked to the rec-
tor’s office and informed by him - thank God a nor-
mal man, so rather in the spirit of curiosity - that he
had been flooded with e-mails from Poland sent by
some Polish professors. I even know the names, but
Iwon’t say them. The professors reported to him that
his employee, his subordinate was to appear at a fas-
cist panel in Poland with a fascist and told him to for-
bid it because if he didn'’t, they would inform on him
to his minister. The professors thought that England
is like Poland. And this is commonplace in our coun-
try. I myself fell victim to a countless number of such denunciations. I believe
myself to hold the record.

And as to examples about the general public, a law is being prepared with
a provision — a common practice in every normal legislation - stating that pun-
ishes people who shows sexual content to minors. The opposition is already
fashioning a hard snowball out of this to the effect that the government wants
to prohibit sexual education. Mr Biedron goes with it to the European Parliament.
There, nobody reads, nobody asks what'’s going on. As they pass resolutions in
packages, they pass this resolution condemning Poland for willingness to prohib-
it sexual education, for no-LGBT zones or what have you. There are loads of such
examples. Fake news are kept being produced about Poland. The intention being:
release this, throw this in, we will put Poles to shame at the least!

The reason being, there is a strong conviction, again arising from postcolo-
nial complexes, a deep conviction among those elites of ours that when Poles
are shown that the West condemns them, they will feel ashamed and will
change their behaviour. It worked back in the day, I have to admit, but hasn'’t
been working for quite some years now. Still, using Western simplifications by
the Polish opposition - opposition for the time being, hopefully it stays that
way — to break Poles in, to mobilise the West against Poland, is met with huge
eagerness on the part of the Western leftist liberal elites to do such breaking.
This is, in my opinion, the foundation for all this phenomenon.

The Centre for Contemporary Art invited me to



Debate 11

with regard to the Central European
problem, which is the war in Ukraine.
I would remind you that our Prime
Minister, Petr Fiala, wrote an article
for an American conservative maga-
zine in which he defended the Czech
approach to this war.

There is a lot of fake news in West-
ern European media, but there are al-
so long-term narratives that stem
from a leftist-tinged view of the world
and this is an interpretation tinged
with something bad. Let me give you
an example. Every year around East-
er, we can hear in Western media how
barbaric the traditions associated with
Easter are. And these traditions in our
Slavic world are similar.

Part of the public, let us

fake news will not have such a det-
rimental effect on the perception of
the country and it will perhaps be
easier to deal with than it is now.

Boris Kalnoky

and I am a Hungarian citizen, but
my family left the country during
the communist era and I grew up in
the West. I was then a correspondent
for Die Welt for 33 years. In 2012, I left
the dark side of the force when I took
over the management of the media
institute of the Collegium Mathi-
as Corvinus in Budapest. And over-
night the attitude of my

colleagues towards me

Irepresent a Hungarian institution

conventionally call it ‘lib-
eral’, accepts this point
of view. This is the thing
that is said about Poles
referring to their country
with resentment. This
phenomenon also ex-
ists in our country. It is
a kind of phobia of ‘un-
ionism’.

When it comes to
the overall image of
Central Europe in West-
ern media, here the sit-
uation is more com-
plex. How can this be
solved? Central Europe
has plenty of opportu-
nities, it has something

Central Europe
has plenty of
opportunities,

it has something
to offer in the
field of tourism or
in various other
areas. If we take
advantage of this,
we have a chance
to create our
positive image.
And then the
fake news will
not have such

a detrimental
effect.

changed completely.
One day I was a highly
respected analyst and
researcher, and the next
day I became an Or-
ban propagandist. I can
therefore sympathise
with you.

How has the image
of Hungary been shaped
in German press, in Ger-
man media after the po-
litical transformation?
Initially, it was very pos-
itive. After all, the Hun-
garians helped to tear
down the Iron Curtain,
they helped to bring
down Communism. So-

to offer in the field of tourism or in
various other areas. If we take advan-
tage of this, we have a chance to cre-
ate our positive image. And then the

cialists are very good people given
that they contributed to this. There-
fore, Germans approached Hungari-
ans in this positive way.

DIRECTOR OF THE MCC INSTITUTE — MATHIAS CORVINUS
COLLEGIUM (HUNGARY)

hat you can read, particularly in the Ger-
s ;s ; man press, about Hungary and Poland
says more about those media and press
than about Poland and Hungary. The reason for this
is a different issue. It’s not like Olaf Scholz calls jour-
nalists and tells them to lie about Poland, Orban and
Hungary, that is provides journalists with guidelines
and they have to lie well because they get paid well.
This isn’t exactly how it works. I have to say that over
33 years, I have never been told how to write and
with what attitude.

It is, however, objectively true that today’s jour-
nalism is unoriginal, there are many mistakes and
reality is being twisted. This is a practice pursued
both in Poland and in Hungary and the Western me-
dia. One more thing regarding the German policy and the German media: if
we have a closer look at the media market in Germany, most of the media -
such as Die Welt or Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung — approach the current Ger-
man government with very strong criticism. Der Spiegel supports the German
government. Very bad result of the current government in public opinion pol-
ling are linked to the fact that its politics get a bad rap in the media.

In turn, if the media criticise the government, it means that they don’t get
any instructions from the latter. What is it all about then? About mentality,
that’s for sure. The German soul has said its goodbyes to national thinking.
Currently the German is not proud of being German, but replacement nation-
alism is a thing now. They are the best Europeans! And German virtues are
presented in such a way that Germans are the epitome of good Europeans.
If the Polish or Hungarian press criticises the European Union, Germans and
the German press react irrationally. They seem to think that this is a personal
attack on them. If so, we must be the bad guys.

Another thing is that this European project, no matter whether we are
talking about wider integration or federalist structure, is most likely here for
the benefit of Germany. Everyone feels it. It might be that journalists, editors,
media owners and the media-working part of the society all subconsciously
think that this will be good for Germans. And they have a sense that it will be
beneficial for them to walk in this direction, and so they support the federalist
and integrative idea.



Debate III

nd what are the sources of
Atoday's fake news? The most

common sources are Hungar-
ian. How did this happen? After the
political transformation, these nice
socialists handed over the already
existing media, which had previous-
ly been tools of dictatorship, to Swiss,
Austrian and German investors. That
is, all the big newspapers — because
they were mainly newspapers — sud-
denly became privately owned by for-
eign companies. And the media take-
over was an attack on the freedom of

these people were absolutely cred-
ible dissidents under communism,
fighting the regime. And most of the
journalists from the media covering
Hungary had known these people for
years and were in contact with them.
And suddenly these former dissi-
dents are warning that a dictatorship
is returning to Hungary. Journalists
immediately went to interview them.
Since then, every journalist coming
to Hungary has already contacted
them. Their opinions made their way
into German media.

All media operated under the same structure, the communist-era edito-
rial offices were taken over. And so the German press market sourced
its information on Hungary from these very newspapers. And lest there
be any misunderstanding: this was not conservative content.

the press. Where is the German pub-
lisher Axel Springer supposed to get
its information on what is happening
in Hungary? After all, we have media
there, we own newspapers in Hun-
gary. All media operated under the
same structure, the communist-era
editorial offices were taken over.
And so the German press market
sourced its information on Hungary
from these very newspapers. And lest
there be any misunderstanding: this
was not conservative content.

In 2010, Viktor Orban’s Fides won
the election for the second time. Con-
sequently, many authorities, intellec-
tuals, writers sent letters to the Eu-
ropean Commission and to the then
US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton,
asking for help because the dictator-
ship was returning to Hungary. All
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ne more thing: the point of
Oview of press agencies. The

job of a press agency is to re-
port facts without ideological lean-
ings. In the case of Germany, the pri-
mary news source is Deutsche Welle.
And one of its journalists at the time,
very critical of Orban - I won’t give
his name now - wrote a book about
how the spectre of fascism had
emerged in Hungary. That is to say, if
the media is working on the topic of
Hungarian attitudes, they mainly see
the reports from news agencies. And
there you can read about the horren-
dous things that are happening in
Hungary.

Another example. When the gov-
ernment introduced a new media
law in 2010, a Deutsche Presse-Agen-
tur article reported that a new media
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Boris Kalnoky, Director of MCC Institute — Mathias Corvinus Collegium

body managed by the Hungarian
government was being established.
If, according to this authority, a me-
dium communicates content in a bi-
ased manner, it could be fined up to
€90,000. There was absolutely no
such regulation in the Act. Despite
the fact, for six months, every Ger-
man newspaper wrote that there was
censorship in Hungary because the
government, having found an arti-
cle biased or anti-government, could
fine the newspaper and thus bleed
all anti-government press titles. And
this type of news appeared in the
German news agency. This was due
to the a certain journalist’s son who
was the interpreter for every German
reporter coming to Hungary who did
not speak Hungarian. All the journal-
ists who contacted this interpreter
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were further appointed with the rep-
resentatives of the liberal-left me-
dia. These things are happening and
what can we do about it?

I could give further exam-
ples. During Covid, some fake news
emerged about the Hungarian parlia-
ment closing. That it stopped work-
ing. Of course, nothing of the sort
ever happened. But on a live pro-
gramme, a star journalist from CNN
asked the Hungarian foreign minis-
ter why the Hungarian parliament
was not working. He was surprised,
as he had not heard that the parlia-
ment was closed. And the question:
how could it happen that on a live
programme, a CNN media star, in
America, makes such a mistake? She
has a whole staff of people to check
the facts, and she made this kind of
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mistake. The staff told her that the
Hungarian parliament was closed,
but after all, this could have been
very easily verified. How could it have
happened? I am convinced that this
is because they wanted to believe it.
Because the mood is such that what-
ever bad things are said

about Hungary or Po-

land, everyone wants to Fake news,
believe that this is surely conspiracy

the case. It is very diffi- tl:nepnes, .
cult to fight this. My on- dlsmfopnatmn
ly hope is that new press campaigns-

from a German news agency and only
mildly altered, or sometimes not even
altered at all. If a German newspa-
per wants to publish an article about
Poland and does not have enough
knowledge, it turns to its tried and
tested friends in certain Polish circles,
then they write these ar-
ticles and, of course, the
story repeats: ‘even the
Poles think so’. This is
a difficult thing to un-
derstand for those who
are not familiar with Pol-

organs are emerging in hybrid warfare ish affairs.

Germany, e.g. the so- is really

The image creat-

called partisan-conserv- happ.ening in the ed by the media is per-
ative Cicero; similarly in media. And hence JENSHEN among people

Switzerland. They are there is a lot of

who still believe in the

becoming quite popular misinformation. ress, but these are be-
gq pop p

because this type of con-

tent is scarce in the me-

dia market. I therefore hope that me-
dia freedom will be regulated by the
free market.

Jan Bogatko

he rule of thumb in the Ger-

I man media is to write badly

about countries like Poland as

long as the governments there are not

favourable to German media journal-

ists. This is why their image of Poland

or Hungary, and to a lesser extent of
Czechia or Croatia, is not positive.

If I pick up the Deutsche Zeitung,
the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung or
Die Welt etc., I see no difference in the
tone of the leading articles in these
newspapers. This often results from
the fact that the articles are taken over

coming fewer and few-

er, because the German
press and media do not enjoy public
support. More than half of Germans
are directly concerned about disin-
formation. This is news from March
this year. Fake news, conspiracy the-
ories, disinformation campaigns-hy-
brid warfare is really happening in
the media. And hence there is a lot of
misinformation. 64% of Germans are
concerned about the social impact of
misinformation, according to a sur-
vey by the CDU-linked Konrad Ade-
nauer Foundation.

Public media is trusted by 96%
of the Green Party voters. Since
a large number of journalists em-
ployed by German media choose the
Greens, they obviously have their
connections to this milieu. 81% of
NPD voters trust the public media.

ANALYST OF THE PRAVY BREH (RIGHT BANK) WEBSITE
(BrNO, CZECHIA)

lic. This is the second most popular and read

information service in our country. Last year, it
published an article reporting that girls were forbid-
den to wear short skirts in Poland so that they do not
provoke teachers and friends. The alleged rationale
was that girls in Poland have to be led via a path of
chastity and innocence. The article indicated that the
prohibition came from governing circles, from a gov-
ernment regulation. Interestingly enough, there were
no source references. The matter was taken on by
a smaller server, owned by a conservative newspapetr,
and wrote that two schools in Gdansk were alleged
to introduce such regulations. The schools denied.
It was fake news, a product of someone’s imagina-
tion. It wasn't true, but the first information spread
over the Internet more than the correction notice.
Therefore, we have to strengthen the ways we trans-
mit information about one another. Czech journalists
find it difficult to cover developments in Hungary be-
cause of language differences. Maybe artificial intelli-
gence will help. In the case of Poland, though, the dif-
ficulty isn’t that big as it’s easier for us to understand each other. Still, we take
false information at face value.

Worse still, we, Czechs, are convinced that we understand Slovakia very
well, intuitively even, as we were one country for a long time, speak similar
languages, love Slovaks and like going to Slovakia on vacation. Before elec-
tions, though, it turns out that we, Czechs, fail to understand what is happen-
ing in Slovakia. By and large, we don’t possess knowledge about all Slovakia.

Not to focus on a negative note, though: in the recent months, and even
for a few years, the Czech perception of Poland has been changing to posi-
tive. We see Poland as a solidary economic partner. We see the development
achieved by Poland and the great aid provided to Ukraine. And then those iso-
lated cases of fake news cease to play a major role.

There is a Novinky.cz server in the Czech Repub-
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In contrast, when it comes to AfD
voters - it is only 16%. This is an ab-
solute expression of the fact that the
press is not believed anymore. In fact,
there was once a slogan in Germany
that outraged journalists and big me-
dia: ‘The press lies.” AfD is not only
a party, it is a social attitude, and it
is very easy to imagine that many
supporters of Alternative for Germa-
ny who do not declare themselves as
voters also think likewise and also do
not trust the German media, simply
having a laugh at it.
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¥ Polskich
imalists

any Polish issues are cov-
ered by regional newspa-
pers, for example in Saxony

the Sdchsische Zeitung. A very inter-
esting person in the country is the
prime minister of this state, Michael
Kretschmer, who has already been
predicted to take up the chancellor-
ship in Berlin one day.

The negative image of Poland
can be rectified by letters to the ed-
itor and there are a lot of these let-
ters. There are also reactions in the
Polish media, and maybe, however

they are not printed, not shown on
TV, nor talked about on the radio,
they nevertheless get through, and
that makes the German equivalents
not push further with very brutal and
obvious lies. In a way, a softening of
this image has already become no-
table. Meetings between journalists
are very common. I myself used to
host meetings between Polish and
German journalists in Zgorzelec and
the German city of Gorlitz. This could
not last because there were allega-
tions that the people invited to these

FORUM DZIENNIKARZY - 03(150) 2023

Debate II

meetings were not from the right
press and therefore should not be
supported. And that’s how it ended:
after a few meetings where attend-
ance was huge. It was not possible to
conduct a dialogue between journal-
ists on what was true and what was
untrue at the meeting point of the
two major countries of the European
Union, Poland and Germany. It has
had a very negative impact, in my
opinion, on the German media.

Is it possible to change the false
image of Poland in the media? Is it
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POLISH MEDIA CORRESPONDENT IN GERMANY

specific political grounding. It’s very difficult

to find truth in them. Despite this, the reader-
ship reacts differently than what the text published
in a given newspaper would suggest. They leave such
comments as, ‘We’ve been to Poland, it’s a very nice
place, there is no filth, everyone is amiable, no one
mugs anyone’ etc. And these are not orchestrated ef-
fort. The German audience reacts with particular de-
cency to fake news, so there is hope that one day the
German press starts to sing a different tune.

Let’s take the scandal from last year: mercury in
Oder. German service RBB24 was first to report that
high mercury levels had been found in water sam-
ples. It turned out that it was typical fake news aim-
ing to make Poland look bad. The Polish opposition knew about the issue be-
fore all other media, which reported that the fish died because of the mercury
in Oder. There was no mercury in the river and then everyone steered clear of
the topic. So if a topic is taken up in a fake, erroneous or thoughtless way, re-
sponse is in order. As a result, the next media outlet is reluctant to continue
the topic out of fear it will be regarded as untrustworthy.

When a discussion was going on about whether or not Poland should stop
arms deliveries to Ukraine - and that Poland would provide Ukraine with ar-
maments but not the most advanced ones that it is given to defend its own
borders - in Germany, when the news was reported by numerous newspapers
and television, people started to ponder whether Poland should be punished
for reluctance towards Ukrainian armament. Ms Strack-Zimmermann, for in-
stance, said that the German anti-aircraft guns stationed in Poland must be
transported to Ukraine right away.

And there we go again with politics that aims to change the government in
Poland. It cannot be describe any different. Yet in Germany everything works
very slowly. This is not a country like Italy, France or Poland, where if some-
thing out of ordinary occur, people go out onto the streets, there are many
voices about the matter, press articles are released etc. Here, press articles are
released, that’s true, but the media spectrum is not as wide as in Poland, where
you simply cannot compare the ‘NIE’ weekly with the ‘DoRzeczy’ service. Very
niche publications - in low circulation and with narrow readership - aside,
all German newspapers are cast in the same mould.

German media are speaking tubes with very

worth the effort? I really enjoy read-
ing old newspapers. How was Poland
described in German media in the
1930s, before the outbreak of World
War II? These were articles full of
lies, alleging that the German minor-
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this. The reaction to a disinforma-
tion campaign often leads to a cor-
rection of information, to a change of
tone in articles in the German press.
For example, it could not really pub-
lish negative news about the Polish

It’s really worth writing and addressing controversial topics, speaking up
and pointing the finger where a lie is published and dealing with that lie.

ity was being persecuted, that Poles
were lurking to attack Germany, and
so on. This information was abso-
lutely false. Today, you could write
a doctoral thesis on how great of
a role the media played in the soci-
eties of the time. Back then, the me-
dia was trusted. It was different from
today, with competition, social net-
works where we can find out wheth-
er or not what we read in the news-
paper really looks in a certain way.
Back then, that possibility didn’t ex-
ist. Today, when it comes to the Ger-
man press and its attitude towards
Poland, I sense a certain similari-
ty to the pre-war period. It is clear-
ly extremely important to react to
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economy, because it is known that
the Polish economy is developing ex-
cellently, that Poland has the low-
est unemployment. It’s being talked
about, it’s also being shown, so hope-
fully this kind of message is getting
through to the public as well.

Germans are asking themselves:
what is it like there? More and more
of them come to Poland and see
how Poland is developing, and then
they talk about it at work, at school,
among their friends and family. And
that’s why it’s really worth writing
about and addressing controversial
topics, speaking up and pointing the
finger where a lie is published and
dealing with that lie. m
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How to change the
false image of poland,
czech republic,
hungary and croatia
in the media?

MODERATOR:

feature writer, correspondent for
the Polish media from the United
Kingdom

journalist for the Dziennik Battycki daily,
author of the ‘DACHL, czyli Niemieckie
Co Nieco’ podcast, media and politics
observer in Germany

journalist, Observatoire du Journalisme
correspondent, editor at sovereignty.pl
(France)

journalist, correspondent for the Polish
media from the United Kingdom

feature writer and journalist for the
Glas Koncila weekly (Croatia)

Elzbieta Krélikowska-Avis

What to do to change the unde-
servedly awful image of Poland in
the world? My journalist experience
is quite extensive. I spent 26 years
in London, I was a correspondent
for the Polish media - television, ra-
dio stations, weeklies, monthlies etc.
Moreover, I worked as an expert in
British affairs and advisor at the Po-
lish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I was
also the head of the English-version
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eight translators, was sent into the
world, to around 150 editorial offic-
es. Was it effective? Let me show you
this on the basis of a certain ‘adven-
ture’ with fake news. This apropos
our previous panel. Press agencies
are full of fake news. Vanessa Gera,
editor from the American Associated
Press broadcasting station, informed
various editorial offices worldwide
about 60,000 fascists marching on the
streets of Warsaw. The march took
place on 11 November, and she in-

Vanessa Gera, editor from the American Associated Press broadcasting
station, informed various editorial offices worldwide about 60,000 fa-
scists marching on the streets of Warsaw. The march took place on 11 No-
vember, and she informed the world about it already on the 10th.

website of the Ministry, which was
utter novelty at the time. Over two
years, the website became one of the
best English-version websites in Po-
land. What was it about? I did a press
review every day and from all press
I picked all of the Polish-related in-
formation that was to be sent in-
to the world. But before the website
was created, I had already reached to
the most important and most opin-
ion-forming radio stations and edito-
rial offices worldwide. From China To-
day, through CNN, BBC, Washington
Post, France-Press, Associated Press
etc. I addressed my emails to heads
directly because if anyone else got
them, they would put them in trash
- this is how editorial offices work.
China, India, Brazil etc. — information
about Poland, picked by me person-
ally every few days and translated by
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formed the world about it already on
the 10th. (For all our foreign guests:
11 November is the anniversary of
restoration of Poland’s sovereignty.
It is one of the most important pub-
lic holidays in the entire year.) I read
it and realised that the times didn’t
add up. It turned out that Associat-
ed Press lies. I sent my article about
it, which - translated - went into the
world. The Ethics Department Head at
Associated Press wrote a letter to me
asking for a meeting with the Minis-
ter to talk about the issue. Together
with Mr Waszczykowski, among oth-
er people, we replied that our Minister
is busy; we decided that there was no
sense having a meeting with some-
one who would come with an already
formulated assumption. Instead of
making a scene on editor Vanessa
Gera or dismissing her - as hers was
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a grave journalist offence — he want-
ed to talk to save the image of Asso-
ciated Press. This is how editorial of-
fices of El Pais, Die Welt, Le Monde etc.
operate as well. They often copy in-
formation from agencies assuming it
is true, while it has been prepared by
lying and twisting and with an ide-
ology attached. Now it would very
difficult for our Ethics Committee of

ambassadors who should defend
our good name, say, ‘No, it’s not like
that, but like that and that’ and de-
mand authentic information.

et me tell another story. I am
Lthe Deputy Head of the Polish

Radio Programme Council and
I know that there is still a shortage

of information about foreign coun-
tries. What I mean is the knowledge

the Association of Pol-
ish Journalists to work
as virtually all of the
other side, the leftist-
liberal side, is tangled
up in half-truths and
quarter-news of various
sorts.

I think that the Pol-
ish Ministry of For-
eign Affairs needs such
a website, just like the
Ministry of Culture or
Ministry of the Interi-
or — a well-run website
distributed around the
world. I distributed it to
everyone, including over
a hundred Polish embas-
sies, so that they have
first-hand information.

It’s very easy to be
a Deputy Minister, make
appearances in the Pol-
ish media and tell Poles
that we have very bad
relations with Brussels,

I am invited

to the British
embassy on

a regular basis.
The place

is attended
basically by leftist
journalists and
politicians and no
one else; there’s
hardly anyone
from us. This

is an opportunity
to make friends,
exchange
business

cards. Itis an
information
exchange as well,
this is where

we can plant

our knowledge

of Poland.

allowing us to use our
partner, e.g. a bilater-
al British partner, for
our purposes. We or-
ganised a full-day con-
ference, attended by
Marek Watkuski, who
came from Washington,
and Maciej Jastrzebski,
a very good correspond-
ent from Kiev. I spoke
about the idea of corre-
spondents because they
are an invaluable source
of information. This is
well played by Domini-
ka Cosié, who, when
she wants to have news
about Poland, does an
interview with a big fig-
ure in Brussels or the
European Union and
asks such questions
that the interviewee has
no other choice but to
take a position. I believe
in the mission of good

which has wronged us yet again. All
the while it’s about inventing ways
to prevent it from happening again.
Prevention is better than cure. This
is all there is to it: after all, it’s the
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promotion of Poland by correspond-
ents. I did that myself in the United
Kingdom.

What else came as a shock to me?
I am invited to the British embassy on
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From left to right: Jolanta Hajdasz, Vice-President of SDP, Director of CMWP SDP; Elzbieta Krélikowska-
-Avis, feature writer, correspondent for the Polish media from the United Kingdom; Krzysztof Maria
Zaluski, journalist of Dziennik Baltycki, observer of media and politics in Germany

a regular basis. The place is attended
basically by leftist journalists and pol-
iticians and no one else; there’s hardly
anyone from us. This is an opportuni-
ty to make friends, exchange business
cards. It is an information exchange
as well; this is where we can plant our
knowledge of Poland, in front of good
food and in good company, which is
of import too.

have also noticed - based on
Ithe United Kingdom, Spain etc.

- a change in the entire cultur-
al landscape. The so-called politi-
cal elites are a minority of citizens
of a given country, but they have
enormous opinion-forming capac-
ity as they have the media at their
disposal and participate in politics,
which in turn drives the cinematic
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establishment, and so on. The change
occurred over one, maybe two gen-
erations. As a correspondent in the
United Kingdom, I saw what our Sol-
idary Movement looked like in the
British eyes. It turned out that those
who left in 1968, 1977 and 1978 and
in times of martial law, those who
worked for the Solidarity Movement
at some point, had already been that
part of the Freedom Union and Dem-
ocratic Union type. I am talking about
Smolars - Aleksander in Paris and
Eugeniusz in BBC, in the United King-
dom. They smoothly transitioned to
that leftist-and-liberal part, which is
the source of information for foreign
correspondents and journalists in
Poland or there, in the United King-
dom, France etc. That’s the right trail.
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Krzysztof Maria Zaluski

As a man who lived in Germany
for nearly 20 years, I would like to fo-
cus on Polish-German issues. An edi-
tor from the Czech Republic once said
that his country is not a hot topic for
the German media, or the Western
media in general. Just as nobody ever
writes or speaks about Poland in Ger-
many - with one exception: when the
situation is really bad, when a break-
through happens. From the recent
weeks or months, these would be con-
taminated Oder, some ‘Nazi’ march-
es, persecution of Ms Holland, an em-
inent director, or a route invented by
Prime Minister Morawiecki for polit-
ical reasons, which is why the bor-

Union’. He was very much surprised
that there’s something between Ger-
many and Russia at all. A 40-million
nation, a trifle really.

I’'m more inclined to wonder why
is it us who are on the other end of
these negative comments. Us, the
Poles. Unfortunately, I can’t find an
answer to this question as both Po-
land and Hungary, the Czech Repub-
lic or Croatia are countries which
have nothing to be ashamed of. We
are developing very well. We have
great history, cuisine and tourist
destinations. Yet we’ve become the
favourite target of ridicule, particu-
larly for Germans. Harald Schmidt’s
jokes about Poles are popular. He is
a leading comic on public television.

When a Pole rapes or beats, nationality is given to public information.
But when same actions are done by an engineer from Syria or Afghani-
stan — nationality and descent of the perpetrator remain unknown.

der will need to be closed. Of course,
when a Pole rapes or beats, national-
ity is given to public information. But
when same actions are done by an
engineer from Syria or Afghanistan —
nationality and descent of the perpe-
trator remain unknown.

or the Swiss — and I lived in the
Fvery borderland, 15 km away

from Zurich - Poles are neigh-
bours from space who no one knows
anything about. I was once asked
where I was from. I said, ‘From Po-
land’. He didn’t catch it and said,
‘From Holland?’. ‘No, Poland!’, “Where
is it?’, ‘Between Germany (there was
still GDR at the time) and the Soviet
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For some 20 years he has been telling
such jokes that I don’t know whether
to laugh or cry. I will quote only one:
‘Why do Russians always steal two
cars in Germany? Because on their
way from Germany to Russia, they
have to go through Poland’. Which is
to say that one will be stolen in Po-
land.

As you can see, these stereotypes
are really unpleasant. Where do they
come from? I can think of two rea-
sons. First off, ignorance. The other
one is laziness. Journalists — please
don’t take offence here - are la-
zy. They will not gather material if
they don’t have to, especially if the

FEATURE WRITER, CORRESPONDENT FOR THE POLISH MEDIA
FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM

al Foundation for a spot that would present famous Poles. Indeed, the

spot was very colourful, dynamic and well-made - but it showed people
like ballet dancers, known maybe by their families and communities. ‘Where
is Paderewski and Pilsudski, where are the Polish Nobel laureates?’, I asked.
They had to make the spot differently because it went to BBC News and was
broadcasted globally. We have means and we have people, but they need to be
willing to make an effort. And the Polish National Foundation is heavily fund-
ed by the State Treasury. Therefore, it should be manned by people who know
their way around marketing and who, first and foremost, love Poland and have
lived here and there in the world. It is of immense importance for us to have
people who have spent some time in the political behind-the-scenes, if you
like,who don’t have insecurities or fears and who know languages. There are
such people.

What else could we do to sell Poland better: six years ago we had a superb
Polish-British Belvedere Forum. It was organised by the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs (nowadays the Polish Institute of International Affairs is the organiser)
on our side and, also, by the Foreign Office on the British side. The head on our
side has so far been Prof. Zdzistaw Krasnodebski and on the British side - sir
Malcolm Rifkind, Minister of Foreign Affairs in the times of John Major. The co-
operation went great despite the fact that the previous British ambassador to
Poland was, like Labour Party members, a socialist and virtually every panelist
had to be argued about. I remember the fight for inviting Prof. Rev. Waldemar
Cislo, to London to let him talk about how to help migrants right there. He
speaks perfect English and I was delighted to witness him destroying that left-
ist audience. This is an example of a so-called non-governmental organisation,
one of the forms with state budget participation, in this case cooperation be-
tween the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs or think tanks: the Polish Institute
of International Affairs and British Chatham House. At the tier of ministers,
media and non-governmental organisation we showed Poland in the heart of
London. Boris Johnson and a few ministers were there; eminent scientists and
journalists were present too. Chatham House is not interested in us anymore;
and it’s a good thing — no more disputes and bargaining. We are now looking
for a conservative think tank in the United Kingdom and we will surely find
one as there are aplenty. We will continue the Polish-British Belvedere Forum
as a form for presentation of Poland abroad.

O nce, as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, we requested the Polish Nation-
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‘Polish economy’,

‘Polish
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parliament’,

material is about an ex-
otic country, such as Po-
land in German eyes.
The further you go in-
to the West, the strong-
est the exotic senti-
ments. Let me ask you:
what do we know about,
say, Albania aside from
the fact that there was
a Hoxha and the dis-
gusting communism
there? Nothing, really.
What do we know about
Bulgaria? There were some Bulgari-
ans, they came with Khazars. Some
stayed by the Volga, some came here
and dispersed in the Slavic element.

So, ignorance and laziness. These
are not the only reasons, though, par-
ticularly in recent times. I have this
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‘drunk as a Pole’
- this is us they
EVCREILG LA towards Hungary and
This follows
from the fact
that Warsaw and
Budapest pursue

politics which
S e CERLNG G MN  aganda. In March this
041 R RV EIEM  year, names of 200 Ger-

of Berlin and
Brussels.

impression that the
most important role,

Poland in particular, is
played by a conscious
political narrative, not
to call it anti-Polish and
anti-Hungarian prop-

man journalists — and
the list has not been
closed - were disclosed
who accepted one and
a half million euros from the German
government for ‘moderation’, as they
called it, edited texts, trainings, lec-
tures and other events. A largely un-
specified number of journalists got
paid by BND, short for Federal Intel-
ligence Service. The names have not

been revealed out of care for the in-
terest of the state. Why wonder then?
If so much money is earmarked this
way, it would be rather uncanny if
journalists — we would call them re-
gime journalists — wrote anything dif-
ferent than what is expected by their
client, who maintains them, a.k.a.
the German government. And we all
know what are the German govern-
ment’s sentiments about Poland. It
doesn’t even stem from racism or ste-
reotypes like ‘Polish economy’, ‘Polish
parliament’, ‘drunk as a Pole’ - this is
us, this. It follows from the fact that
Warsaw and Budapest pursue politics
which stands in conflict with the in-
terests of Berlin and Brussels.

I will now quote data on the
sources where Germans draw their
knowledge about Poland from. Last
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year Kantar Public polled Germans
aged 18-75, that is a fully represent-
ative sample. Below are Germans’
sources of knowledge about Poland:
e Television - 37%
e School - 28%
e Conversations with family - 26%
e Reports from other media (press
etc.) — 25%.
nly 5% draw their picture of
O Poland with books. And what
Polish books land in their
hands? These are currently books
written by such authors as Janusz
Rudnicki, Olga Tokarczuk and a cou-
ple more, who - again - get paid by
various foundations, make money on
selling books and earn fees by tour-
ing Germany. The conditions are out
of this world. One flies to Frankfurt
by 16-passenger plane for instance.
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And the rate for a two-week tour for
a high-end writer is 20,000 euros.
Heaven on earth! So if we fail to de-
liver such conditions under which
writers, journalists and artists in

such distasteful propaganda action
myself. They even showed a Viagra
factory. I didn’t go. I decided I would
go talk to people instead. My conver-
sations ended when a secret police

In my opinion, we should focus on convincing Western journalists of the
fact that Poland is great. How to do that? Through such activities as orga-

nising tours around Poland.

general are paid for their work appro-
priately, we don’t stand any chance.
The journalist rate in television, ra-
dio or press in, say, Gdansk, where
I live, is around five or six thousand
after taxes — and depending on the
person. You cannot support a family
with such money. The alternative is
to go to the municipal website, where
conditions are much better.

oming back to the issue of im-
‘ proving our image abroad: in

my opinion, we should first and
foremost focus on convincing West-
ern journalists of the fact that Poland
is great. How to do that? Through
such activities as organising tours
around Poland. let’s take 20 journal-
ists for a ride from Wieliczka to Wes-
terplatte. Let’s show them Poland at
its finest, requiring in exchange on-
ly one thing: that they publish some-
thing about it. I have recently talked
with Nikodem Rachon, head of com-
munication at the embassy in Wash-
ington. He took 20 journalists from
Canada and the US to Poland, which
resulted in articles that worked. All
the while we do not invite any jour-
nalists. I know that Belarussians did
it: they invited photographers before
the war in Ukraine. I participated in
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officer twisted my arm and told me to
get on the bus! There is no such thing
as leniency there. But there are meth-
ods: the tours around Poland and
some more options, which are much
more effective than buying spon-
sored articles in widely-read mag-
azines, for instance. Nobody reads
sponsored articles and the tours cre-
ate circumstances where friends are
made, bonds are forged, people start
to like each other - all this has a fair
chance of working.

Slawomir Wrébel

20 years ago, right before Poland

joined the European Union. For
20 years, then, I have been observing
the British media’s narrative about
Poland and I have to say that it has
changed over that time. At first, the
Pole was indeed depicted following
stereotypes in most media. Most-
ly because after 2004 British peo-
ple were surprised by the number of
Poles coming to the Isles. Tony Blair
and his experts expected around
13 thousand Poles. Reality multi-
plied that estimate by 100. The gut-
ter press had a ball of course as you

Ileft for the British Isles nearly

JOURNALIST, CORRESPONDENT FOR THE POLISH MEDIA
FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM

land featured front pages of the local news-

papers three times. The first time was in 2005,
throughout the entire period from the death to fu-
neral of John Paul II. Attention of all British newspa-
per covers was directed not only to the Vatican, but
also - for obvious reasons — on Poland and that re-
markable bereavement, which is something unthink-
able in the British world. I could only compare it to
the Queen’s death in terms of media coverage. At the
time, all newspapers in the Isles were devoted to our
pope just as now they are devoted to Queen Elizabeth. Yet when it comes to
the atmosphere on the streets after the death of the Queen, at the Palace of
Westminster there were obviously 15-kilometre queues and everybody was si-
lent and pensive. Just a kilometre away, carnival was in full swing. This is the
difference between how Poland was affected by the death of its greatest son
of nation and how Brits go about the death of their Queen, who was generally
liked in the United Kingdom.

The second time Poland was featured on front pages was, unfortunately,
due to the Smolensk air disaster. And I have to say, with all my conviction, that
Brits behaved to us very decently. I organised a broadcast of the funeral of the
Presidential Couple at Trafalgar Square, the most representative place in Lon-
don. We were given permit for the broadcast at lightning speed. The funeral of
Lech and Maria Kaczynski was broadcasted live on most British TV channels,
including BBC. British people told us, “We are Poles too’. I heard the statement
many a time then. It was really touching. Newspaper covered broadcasts from
Polish churches at the time.

The third time Poland had a very strong appearance on the British media
was when Russia attacked Ukraine. Poland became the centre of the entire
world’s attention again. British press featured titles such as, ‘Raising NATO
Military Power’, ‘Poland Now a Country of Possibilities’, ‘Poland — New Region-
al Superpower’. Or even, ‘Poland Was Right’ or ‘Poland - the Real Leader of
Free Europe’. I have not invented these - they are all actual British headlines.
It came as a shock to Brits that so many refugees are so warmly welcomed in
Poland and that the Polish society has organised itself to such an extent. It did
not go unnoticed.

D uring my 20 years’ stay in the British Isles, Po-
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could find various cas-
es in such masses and
put them on the front
pages. This is when -
and here I'll allude to
fake news - the myth
was born that Poles eat
swans; it survived quite
a long time. Apparent-
ly, a Pole of Romani de-
scent was photographed
near a dead bird with-
out feathers, most prob-
ably a swan. Surely the either.
then popular film about
Kazakh Borat wasn’t
helping as we were often associated
with that cultural sphere. It needs to
be said, though, loud and clear, that
Poles did assimilate excellently over
time and the British people started
to slowly accept our presence on the
streets, began to take to us and in the
worst-case scenario we became neu-
tral to them.
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Ever since Brexit,
the British press
has featured
Donald Tusk as

the executor

of Berlin’s will,
who didn’t enjoy
much positive
fame in the
United Kingdom

The 2015/2016 peri-
od, say until the Brexit
referendum, was when
British people were get-
ting used to the Pol-

LI ET-(O I (S ish presence. The vote
was the brake,

changed the attitude of
the British government
towards the Poles. The
decision to leave the Eu-
ropean Union found the
British looking for allies
and the national deci-
sion centres went for Po-
land as one of them. This
is also when Polish-Brit-
ish forums were developed. Fortunate-
ly, the Polish government was open to
such developments. It cannot go un-
mentioned that Donald Tusk has been
the negative hero in the British press
ever since Brexit. The media saw him
as the brake, the executor of Berlin’s
will, who didn’t enjoy much positive
fame in the United Kingdom either.

hy am I mentioning Brexit
so distinctly? This is when,
after the referendum, the

last anti-Polish writings appeared on
the walls of Polish institutions. It was
coming to a halt. Of course, minor in-
cidents may happen, but ever since
that time Poland started to be per-
ceived by the media in more positive
light. The pandemic was the break-
through. The British press, which
strongly criticised the British admin-
istration for indecisiveness, point-
ed to Poland as an example of good
and reasonable action. That attitude
strengthened even more after Russia
attacked Ukraine.

Here I would like to separate the
good image of Poland as a country,
nation and state from the fact that
the image of our government pre-
sented by the British media, obviously
leftist to a horrifying degree, is worse.

The Polish government is, with-
out doubt, extreme and national-
ist and wants to carry out a coun-
tersexual revolution. It goes without
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saying that many negative articles
were published after the Polish Con-
stitutional Court of Law introduced
changes in anti-abortion law, so were
presented in negative light by the
media for a while. And, as one of the
previous speakers pointed out, the
people who most often write about
us unfavourably or report on us to
the British are, unfortunately, Poles.
The Western elites of the Polish com-
munity abroad often consisted part-
ly of the children of the dignitaries
of the Polish People’s Republic, who
left Poland years ago. They are obvi-
ously well-educated and have estab-
lished contacts and, unfortunately,
constant access to the media. I will
give an example that is a bit sad to
me as I like Katarzyna Madera, a BBC
presenter, a lot in private. A very
friendly person, praises Poland, re-
ceived education in a Polish Satur-
day School, her Polish is great. That
said, once she gets off the plane at
the Chopin Airport, she goes straight
to the pro-abortion march, an event

79



JOURNALIST FOR THE DZIENNIK BALTYCKI DAILY, AUTHOR
OF THE ‘DACHL, czyL1 NIEMIECKIE CO NIECO’ PODCAST,
MEDIA AND POLITICS OBSERVER IN GERMANY

ing ever stronger and ever more competitive.

The West is, therefore, directing the discourse
so that it seems that we are not that great after all.
And the narrative is based on old rolls of films de-
picting democracy in Poland and other countries of
Central Europe as a relative novelty, which could not
be further from the truth. We have a much older de-
mocracy than Germans. But since we were under the
Soviet’s rule for over 40 years, they think we cannot
be normal. We simply have to be burdened with pa-
thology, from thieving, through laziness and to alco-
holism. This conviction rears its head in a number
of stereotypes. The trend has eased off for the last
20 years, but has never disappeared.

I once talked with a man who is roughly the same age as me now, that is
sixty years old. His fiancee was Silesian and only because of this he deigned to
talk to us, Poles. He told me, “You know, Chris, until I got to know you, I hated
two nations: Poles and Jews. But now, ever since I've met you, I only hate Jews
and other Poles’. He had received very good education, he was very wealthy,
spoke seven languages and was a boss at a large company — not the owner, but
a boss of a surgical tool manufacturer. And these were his words.

He also invited me to New Year’s Eve. The party was organised in in a compa-
ny flat above the post office in the town of Stockach. It is right at Lake Constance.
Children of state officials were playing there. When midnight strikes, in all nor-
mal countries it is usually customary to open a bottle of champagne and wish
everyone all the best. At the party, however, everybody stood to attention, raised
their hands and sang the German anthem in the version from before 1945. Such
situations happen there repeatedly. These people are not from AfD, which has
garnered 32% in the eastern states, and — according to some polls — even 34% in
Thuringia. The rates are around 30% in the other states. And this will be a prob-
lem for Germany. Yet they are preoccupied with us. Because this will also be
a problem for Germany. And in my opinion, and I am a political scientist by ed-
ucation, some kind of marriage will happen there. It has already been happen-
ing at the poviat tier between CDU, which is taking quick strides to come back to
power, but realising it will not form a government, it is taking in members of AfD.
It might eliminate the strictly Nazi wing of AfD and it might not.

The countries of our part of Europe are becom-

organised by the Com-
mittee for the Defence
of Democracy or a meet-
ing with editor Piotr
Krasko. But we won't
change these things.
The actions men-
tioned by Elzbieta Kré-
likowska-Avis are nec-
essary, without doubt.
There should be more of
them, and they should
be even more telling.
I have a lot of reserva-
tions to our current Po-
lish diplomacy, which
- when it comes to the
British elites - relies on

MP Daniel Kawczynski, the only Pole
of British descent in the parliament.
He introduces himself as a friend of
Poland wherever he goes. However,
he is quite a controversial figure for

We won’t have
much to say

in a lot of things
as Poland. Unless
something

like Russian
aggression on
Ukraine happens,
this is when
truth wins

- because only
then it turned
out that we are
not a xenophobic
country.
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various reasons. Most
importantly, though, be-
fore the war in Ukraine
he strongly urged the
West to get in touch with
Russia and opposed cut-
ting ties with it. Now
his statements sound
straight out bizarre. He is
being tried on charges of
mobbing and - I suppose
‘pandering’ is the right
term here - because he
offered a senior politi-
cian a younger female
colleague from the party.

We won'’t have much
to say in a lot of things

as Poland. Unless something like Rus-
sian aggression on Ukraine happens,
this is when truth wins — because on-
ly then it turned out that we are not
a xenophobic country.

s

From left to right: Krzysztof Maria Zatuski, journalist of Dziennik Baltycki, observer of media and politics
in Germany, Stawomir Wrébel, correspondent of the Polish media from Great Britain

FORUM DZIENNIKARZY - 03(150) 2023




Debate IHI

Luka Tripalo

phasise that as it’s not customary

for Croatia to be set in the Cen-
tral European context. This is impor-
tant not only given the current po-
litical landscape, but also because of
our history. I am seated next to re-
presentatives of the countries which
belonged to the Austro-Hungarian
Empire along with Croatia. We will
celebrate the 105th anniversary of its
collapse in two years. Therefore, the
history of our cooperation, the histo-
ry of our life is not a story of young
nations which are only taking their
first steps in democracy.

Ifeel good in here. I want to em-

It is also not customary to offer
an introduction at the end of meet-
ings such as today’s one, but it may
prove an introduction to treatment.
Perhaps it should be preceded by an
explanation of how we got to the di-
agnosis. I am a Master of Pharma-
cy who works in the largest Catho-
lic weekly and the largest weekly
in Croatia. So, I would like to speak
a bit about how to reach the diag-
nosis using an example topical for
Croatia and simultaneously signifi-
cant for religion. Why am I speaking
about diagnosis? The objective of di-
agnosis is to achieve health. Health
is not merely absence of illness, but
also physical, mental and spiritual

LUARA TRIFPALOD

Luka Tripalo, publicist and journalist of the weekly Glas Koncila
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wellbeing. The process
can be mapped onto
the society.

his year we are
celebrating the
25th anniversa-

ry of the beatification of
Aloysius Stepinac, a car-
dinal and a Zagreb arch-
bishop, who was sen-
tenced in a communist
trial for collaboration
with the German occu-
pant when Croatia was
ruled by the fascist Ger-
many or Italy. We also
experienced a puppet
government, meaning
a nationalist and fas-
cist state. Other than being beatified,
Stepinac was also exculpated in Cro-
atia. That being said, he is an object
of dispute, a discussion held not only
in Croatia, but on a wider scale. The
media are the biggest problem for us.

If we notice that a phenomenon
affects health, the aim is not only to
make a diagnosis, but also to identity
possible consequences of such a diag-
nosis for the individual under analy-
sis. We can go about misinformation
this way and see how it affects the
society, economy and values. These
matters are threatened by disease.

A patient must go to the doc-
tor’s before a diagnosis can be made.
The doctor takes medical history, or
gathers data. The question is - does
the patient feel ill? If we are look-
ing at the case of beatified Aloysius
Stepinac of Croatia - yes, the patient
feels ill. A part of the society feels
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A part of the
society feels ill
as it is being
force-fed certain
narratives. They
complain when
something is
imposed on
them, but they thorities.
voice their
GiEE oI L garding diagnosis: what
other things as
well: conspiracy,
the entire media
system, bad
authorities.
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ill as it is being force-
fed certain narratives.
They complain when
something is imposed
on them, but they voice
their disapproval about
other things as well:
conspiracy, the entire
media system, bad au-

One more thing re-

steps does a patient
take in their situation?
When we look at our so-
ciety and fake news, two
interesting phenomena
come to attention.

One of them is clos-
ing off. In the case of Stepinac, these
are bad experiences with foreign me-
dia - German and British, to be ex-
act - and it happens that people re-
fuse to engage with such media. They
regard them as unfit for them. They
stop using them. It doesn’t mean,
though, the this particular media
outlet stops affecting their lives.

nother reaction of a patient to
Atheir problem, or the society to

fake news, is accepting a kind
of stereotypes. This is a common phe-
nomenon in the Croatian society.
Someone who we see as our enemy
wants to destroy one of our stereo-
types. We deem our stereotype good,
but somebody reacts to it poorly. This
is happening in relation to Cardinal
Stepinac and a similar mechanism
occurred in the case of attitude to Is-
lam. When Islam was tabloidised, it
turned out that it could be our enemy.
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nly when identification hap-
Opens can we have a diag-
nosis. When we know what
happened before and what gnaws
at our people, we can determine the

source of the problem. In the case of
beatified Stepinac, we can say that

this unfavourable evaluation can
never be undone. This means that
the problem here is the evaluation of
a person who is not only a historical
figure, but also has their value. Car-
dinal Stepinac is one of the five most
important figures in Croatia. At such

Cardinal Stepinac is one of the five most important figures in Croatia.
At such a high level, he is the only victim of the communist system who
was judged unfairly and who suffered unfairly.

the sources included falsified doc-
uments, then use of the literature
created in the repressive commu-
nist system and manipulation of
published data, but also more often
than not moralisation, where peo-
ple are made believe that they didn’t
do something well enough. And that
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a high level, he is the only victim
of the communist system who was
judged unfairly and who suffered un-
fairly. He was fully exculpated, there
are no dark, bad marks. Stepinac is
also a symbol of Croatian fight for in-
dependence and statehood. As a be-
atified figure, he doesn’t threaten our

Fot. Konrad Tomaszewski

JOURNALIST, OBSERVATOIRE DU JOURNALISME
CORRESPONDENT, EDITOR AT SOVEREIGNTY.PL (FRANCE)

ing government’s line of action. Poland tends to think that in order to
counteract evil, the line of action must in 100% be that of the govern-
ment. But it does not work because nobody reads it or it is untrustworthy:.

Hungarians support the English-speaking rmx.news, for instance, and
now a website is being created that is to be a conservative competitor for the
left-and-liberal Politico. They also have professional journalists, including Eng-
lish-speaking ones, from the United Kingdom and Germany. There is The Eu-
ropean Conservative — a Hungarian monthly, issued neatly and with matter-of-
fact content, and there is Hungarian Conservative. Support needs to be granted
to creation of new, and development of already-existing, conservative media,
presenting a different voice from Central Europe. The leftist voice can be there,
but so should alternative information outlets.

Another example from Hungary is the activity of Mathias Corvinus Col-
legium - MCC, the largest private education facility in Hungary, handsomely
funded by the parliament so that they have considerable resources at their dis-
posal and not only do they educate students and provide dormitories, but they
also offer courses and classes in a more conservative point of view compared
to universities in Hungary in general, which are left-wing just like universities
across Europe.

During the last year’s elections in Hungary, when OSCE was to send ob-
servers supported by the Left in the European Parliament to discredit, Hun-
gary invited observers from conservative organisations and entire groups of
rightist journalists from many different countries worldwide via MCC to make
it impossible for OSCE to provide any falsified information. They paid for their
travel and accommodation, they could walk around election offices, observe,
write and film - and nobody meddled. I also think that change in the rules
of operation of the Visegrad Fund is in order, which Fund - as far as media-re-
lated undertakings are concerned - is manned by people with views closer to
those of Soros than the Polish and Hungarian governments and imposes such
requirements that no small media outlet — and such are conservative ones
- stands a chance to receive additional subsidies.

We could start acting in all areas, just like Hungarians did. The extent to
which they do this is surely too narrow, but Poles don’t do anything at all,
so they might just as well follow suit.

Hungarians support independent conservative media without impos-
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economic system, but he does pose
a threat to the social structures as
the division into the Ustashe and the
guerrilla is real, a division which os-
sifies the conviction that this is the
way to reach historical truth.
nd this is where we come to
Athe diagnosis. The conse-
quences of what is happening
need to be stated. In Croatia, piety
towards a man who deserved some-
thing else is seen regarding Stepinac.
On the other hand, interest is grow-
ing on the part of foreign researchers.
And all this has to be set in a certain
context, where Croatia is perceived
through the prism of
the conflict with Serbia,
or the Yugoslavian com-
munity, through the
prism of the Balkans.
This is also happen-
ing at the church level.
The church forum that
dealt with our matters
had ‘Balkans’ in its title
and this is an offence of
sorts for Croatia - that
were were included in
the Balkans and that we
may warrant treatment.
When treatment is
provided, this begs the
guestion of what we
can expect and what we
can do if the treatment is unsuccess-
ful. The first option is to punish the
one who harms, but this is the worst
method. The other option, which we
use, is to officially deny, that is de-
liver facts. One more thing, which
crystallised for me today. A topic
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harm to our
societies.

We are perceived
as exotic,
immature and

in need of help.
And until we
prove that such
treatment is bad,
the lies about
Poland, the
Czech Republic,
ZUDECH AU IR teracting global warm-
countries will

persist and cause significance and when

discussed at the Euro-
pean tier, such as coun-

ing, is raised to a moral

someone dares think
differently, they must
be excluded from the
community. This is how
our history was manipulated; we are
seen as exotic, immature and in need
of help. And until we prove that such
treatment is bad, the lies about Po-
land, the Czech Republic, Hungary or
other countries will persist and cause
harm to our societies.

Olivier Bault

he media-served image of Po-

I land and Hungary has deteri-
orated considerably after the
conservative option came to pow-
er. The words used by the Western
media to describe the governments
in Poland or Hungary are ‘nation-
alist’, ‘ultraconservative’, ‘populist’
and ‘xenophobic’. Such governments
obviously do not fully abide by the
democratic rules or values of Europe,
or the values of the leftist-and-liber-
al camp. Such governments are fre-
quently dubbed as opposing social
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and political change. This Marxist
vocabulary can be found particular-
ly in the French mainstream media,
and lack of solidarity at the UE tier is
emphasised. Here I mean the issue of
relocation or women'’s rights in Hun-
gary, for instance - apparently Hun-
garian women are forced to stay at
home because of their families. Add
the prohibition of on-demand abor-
tion, which has already become the
basic and fundamental human right
in France.

In this respect Poland is also de-
picted as a backward country by
nearly all French mainstream media.
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Those who know the media market
in Germany say that it’s even worse
there. Spain is similar, Italy features
some more diversity; the United King-
dom stands out, that’s for sure: this is
where the tradition of freedom of the
press prevailed - it is slightly limit-
ed, but pluralism is stronger. There is
only one television station in France
where individuals with conservative
views can air their opinions: CNews,
owned by entrepreneur Vincent Bol-
loré. The conservative point of view
is more favourable for us, but this is
the only station that faces threats

no longer provided armaments to
Ukraine, it was immediately reported
that Poland would not give any arms
to Ukraine over the grain dispute. Let
there be no more cognitive dissonance
felt by journalists in France since Feb-
ruary 2022, when Poland, ruled by bad
politicians, all of a sudden went to the
so-called good camp. I heard the same
not only in the French media, but al-
so in the public Spanish radio service;
same information was conveyed in
RAI in Italy. My Austrian friend told
me that the same show was played in
Austrian television.

All it takes is for a given country to have a conservative government.
Slovenia found itself in such a situation briefly and what was said at the
time about this country was similar to what is being said about Poland

or Hungary.

from the government, which is warn-
ing that its licence might not get ex-
tended after 2025. There was only one
conservative weekly in the printed
press, Valeurs actuelles. Its chief ed-
itor has changed now as the news-
paper is owned by a Lebanese busi-
nessman who does business with the
French government, so a weekly that
is too critical of the government did
not bode well. So this is what an unfa-
vourable image stems from.

11 it takes is for a given coun-
Atry to have a conservative gov-

ernment. Slovenia found itself
in such a situation briefly and what
was said at the time about this coun-
try was similar to what is being said
about Poland or Hungary. When Prim-
er Minister Morawiecki said on 21 Sep-
tember in Polsat News that Poland
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here does it come from?
One, cognitive dissonance
disappears when you can

clutch at something like that. Two,
pursuit of scandal: I saw the same
message about the arms even in con-
servative outlets. Three, we are talk-
ing about the lack of journalist dili-
gence and the role of press agencies.
The office of the French press agen-
cy in Warsaw comprises people with
very leftist beliefs. They always pres-
ent a liberal-and-leftist perspective
of the Polish reality and they send
those media manipulations of theirs
further to the West. Sometimes the
entire material in the French media
is sourced from the information they
get from the French press agency in
Warsaw. American AP or British Reu-
ters operate in the same way.

Debate III I

Luka Tripalo, publicist and journalist of the weekly Glas Koncila; on the
screen in remote connection Olivier Bault, journalist, correspondent of the
Observatoire du Journalisme, editor of the sovereignty.pl website

here are examples of older fake
I news, for instance regarding
the ruling of the Polish Consti-
tutional Court of Court, which stat-
ed that today’s interpretation of cer-
tain articles of the EU treaties makes
them at odds with the Polish consti-
tution. It’s not like Poland changed
its mind: the current change in the
interpretation of the articles entails
transfer of sovereignty, which Poles
have never voted for. Yet it was pre-
sented - of course via the opposition
media in Poland - that Poland signed
up in the past and now it’s going back
on its word. The message was copied
by all media in the West.
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As for the well-known issue of
justice reform, it was depicted as
per the Polish opposition. There
was no comparison to the situa-
tion in the West in the first place.
Let me use a French example again.
If we are talking about the politici-
sation of the Polish Constitutional
Court of Law, no media compared it
to the French Constitutional Coun-
cil, which is the French counter-
part of the said Court of Law and
is much more political as not on-
ly are its members, appointed by
the President of the French Repub-
lic or individually by the heads of
both houses in the parliament, not
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required to have any legal knowl-
edge or experience whatsoever, but
they can also be politicians, such as
the current President of the Consti-
tutional Council, socialist Laurent

judges, they are merely civil serv-
ants, and yet they rule as the highest
instance in cases involving admin-
istrative tribunals and then move to
high-end positions in ministries.

The French and German media do not make comparisons with their si-
tuations. Why is that? They don’t like the Polish and Hungarian gover-
nments. It’s as simple as that. Reason? They are conservative govern-
ments, which are simply rightist and, in turn, bad.

Fabius, who went directly from be-
ing a minister, during the times of
President Holland, to sitting on the
Constitutional Council. We could al-
so point to the French counterpart of
the Supreme Administrative Court
of Poland: the French Council of
State. Well, its members aren’t even

The French and German media
do not make comparisons with their
situations. Why is that? They don’t
like the Polish and Hungarian gov-
ernments. It’s as simple as that. Rea-
son? They are conservative govern-
ments, which are simply rightist and,
in turn, bad.

From left to right: Jan Hroudny, analyst of the Pravy bieh website;
Goran Andrijani¢, journalist, columnist for Sieci; Hubert Bekrycht,
PAP journalist, Secretary General of the SDP
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'omen’s strikes is a different
fake-news animal - exag-
geration of the protests. Be

it Hungary or Poland, during women’s
strikes press agencies always copied
the figures provided by the organisers.
And when it comes to protests of the
opposition in Warsaw, attended by the
President and before that the Mayor
of the City as co-organisers, the fig-
ures provided by the Municipal Office
were reported, but - which doesn’t
come as a surprise at all - the Western
media communicated that these were
the organisers’ data but failed to say
that it was the Municipal Office that
was the organiser.

The question is — how does this
media picture affect ordinary citi-
zens? I was personally taken aback
by the situation from 2015, when
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the Hungarian border barrier, built
during that great migration wave in
the Balkans, was slandered so much.
Such barriers had already existed in
Spain or the Ceuta and Melilla en-
claves, but it wasn’t communicat-
ed. In the meantime, a poll done in
France indicated by nearly a half of
the French supported that idea of Or-
ban despite the fact that nearly all
meainstream media reported to the
contrary.

According to the polls, journal-
ists in France are trusted by citizens
the least — they come in second right
after politicians - exactly because all
journalists stand on one side and you
can see how they resort to manipu-
lation in the name of their ideas. But
their influence is getting weaker and
weaker.
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against ruthless manipulations directed at their homeland. Listening

to the speakers, I also can’t help but feel that the amount of fake news,
straight out being mass media smear campaign, may be overwhelming. Never-
theless, the journalistic mission, the mission to communicate the truth, which
they serve with all their heart, does not let them leave misinformation be. This
is a very noble and bold attitude as a journalist who opposes lies has virtually
no other option than to take up fight against them. Fight with a pen, micro-
phone or camera. However, such a campaign should be supported institution-
ally and financially. A journalist fighting for a truthful message about their
homeland mustn’t be alone. They mustn’t get exposed to attacks on them or
the media where they work. Or stand before court and, when found guilty, car-
ry the sentence on their shoulders alone, in isolation.

This is why this conference is so vital. And this why I am full of awe for
doctor Jolanta Hajdasz, head of the Press Freedom Monitoring Centre of the
Association of Polish Journalists, and for the Institute of Wactaw Felczak Pol-
ish-Hungarian Cooperation, conference organisers for being able to gather so
many eminent journalist at one conference table. Everyone gave their own ac-
count of how big the media smear campaign against the countries of Central
Europe is, what mechanisms it involves and that all those countries are vic-
tim to a well-oiled fake news industry. We also must not forget the harm done
to the reader, listener, viewer or Internet user who trusts the media and fails
to see manipulation for what it is. Manipulation, in turn, is always a sign of
a lie. The positive conclusion here is that it isn’t worth lying or supporting me-
dia-spread misinformation because the truth will sooner or later see the light
of day. That said, we all want it to be ‘sooner’ rather than ‘later’.

The conference has shown us that the image of every country to a high ex-
tent relies on the vigilance of journalists, foreign correspondents, commenta-
tors... people of the media. Fighting for Poland and every other country of Cen-
tral Europe to be shown in truth in the world is a responsible task, which must
not be disregarded. This is, in my opinion, the key conclusion of the About Us
Without Us conference. Truth and creation about Poland, the Czech Republic, Hunga-
ry and Croatia in the media.

The conference let us listen to journalists who have to make a stand

Discussion

Hubert Bekrycht

irst off, a great idea with the
Franking. Secondly, I think that as
people of the balanced and con-
servative media, we are too gentle in
naming the evil that lurks in the me-
dia. Wars were once waged with oth-
ers means, now they are waged with
information. It’s no picnic. Our world
stands on the verge of information
warfare. Truth be told, the warfare is
already under way. Therefore, I am
of opinion that we should empha-
sise our goals more often and more
strongly and not be afraid of calling
a liar from Gazeta Wyborcza a liar on-
ly because they are from Gazeta Wy-
borcza. And I could mention a pleth-
ora of weeklies and dailies, including
European ones. The leftist media just
need to know that they’re not the on-
ly ones describing the reality and yes,
they way they do it is unacceptable.
We also need to differentiate ob-
jectivity from diligence. I go for relia-
bility. Objectivity is already a choice.
The mainstream media frequently
say, ‘You are not objective because first
you show Party A, then Party B’. This
is my choice, but I am being diligent
because i said that Party A is this and
Party B is that. They don’t understand
it. I would rather not make ‘they’ and
‘us’ divisions as the conservative me-
dia - although I prefer the term ‘bal-
anced’ - make mistakes as well.
Thirdly, have you noticed that
politicians at press conferences pick
questions they answer? We need to

FORUM DZIENNIKARZY - 03(150) 2023

Debate III

Hubert Bekrycht, PAP journalist,
Secretary General of the SDP

fight that. This cannot be allowed.
‘Are you from Polish Television or Pol-
ish Press Agency?’ We also need to
oppose when someone from the right
says, ‘Those from TVN’. This is depre-
ciation and a signal for other media,
maybe those supporting a given poli-
tician. It might happen that there will
be no politicians and journalists, no-
body will know who is who.

ourthly, let’s do discussions be-
Fcause the mainstream media

are afraid of discussions. Our
discussion will have a constructive
outcome. Discussing means show-
ing. Even if I'm arguing with Skow-
ronski because he is from Radio
Wnet and they say there, jokingly of
course, that the only thing further to
the right is the wall, I want to get in
there and say, ‘No, it’s not like that’.
Or if I point out to editor Cosié¢ that
she bashed someone too much. Dis-
cussion is interesting, disputes result
in the best television scenarios and
other good things.
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Goran Andrijanié, journalist,
columnist for Sieci (Croatia)

Last but not least, a change is in
order in the process of supporting
a balanced and conservative media
trend. And it’s not about the money,
about us not having to keep putting

REEAW FELGZAK
ALAEH-HUNGARIAN
[OPERATION
ISTITUTE

our hand out. Let’s consider how to
constructively encourage people to
come back to the media such as pub-
lic ones.

Goran Andrijanié

illusion that the leftist establish-

ment will write about Central Eu-
rope, which defends its national in-
terests, in positive light. I would like
to see negative texts about the Croa-
tian government in the Western me-
dia. This would mean that something
started to happen in Croatia and that
national politics for the good of its
citizens has started to be pursued.
So we need to be aware that it won’t
happen. We can make every possible
effort and show evidence for the in-
nocence of Cardinal Stepanic, but it
will not be accepted by the leftists
anyway because they killed him.

Ithink that we should get rid of the

PAP JOURNALIST, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE SDP

I've have bad experiences with the European me-
dia. I go to conventions of the European Federation of
Journalists and the International Federation of Jour-
nalists (EFJ and IF]). At the conference in Izmir a year
ago it turned out that we communicate better with
Turks than with the entire European federation, spon-
sored by the European Commission. My later Europe-
an pilgrimages got only worse. I keep trying to talk and
explain, but only Ukrainians, Slovaks, Czechs, Hun-
garians and the Baltic states understand us. Others
claim that there is no freedom of speech in Poland.

I ask where they know this from; I recently asked it in

Hague, a few months ago. Well, the answer was that

their informer - literally - is the Society of Jurnalists,

related to the Gazeta Wyborcza daily and the TVN TV

channel, uniting 70 members at most, while SDP has

nearly 3,000 people in their ranks. I think that Europe

doesn’t know that there is free journalism in Poland, that it stems from plural-
ism, that there are private and public media, that they represent various world-
views, that it changes depending on the current government etc.

The peak achievement of the Hague conference was that a Dutch journal-
ist who works at the Al Jazeera channel was designated to talk about journalist
independence. The channel promotes, to put it mildly, the Arabic way of think-
ing and in relation to Europe plays a role — and I'd like to believe it — a useful id-
1ot of Kremlin. The lady started to talk about how great she has it in the Arabic
channel, about the fact that she isn’t forbidden to do anything. I asked when
was the last time she did an interview about corruption in the Arabic world, in
countries accused of terrorism. I never got an answer. Later a representative
of said Society of Journalists spoke to say that she did the most independent
and thorough documentaries about the situation at the Polish-Ukrainian bor-
der. A minute before that she said that border guards moved 100 people daily,
according to her. Some of them fell somewhere, torn to pieces by wolves in
forests. These are not only lies, this is slander against Poland.

The European media show Poland just like that. Maybe it’s a cliche, but
journalism has one goal only - to tell the truth. When one understands it, it’s
easier to do all, at times difficult, journalist tasks. I think that such conferenc-
es as this will let us change our image into one that’s truthful.
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from the United Kingdom, Krzysztof Maria Zaluski, journalist of Dziennik Battycki, observer of media and
politics in Germany

time has come to do our thing.

This is what is the most impor-
tant in all this. Michat Karnowski
said that such a meeting 10-15 years
ago would be inconceivable: conserv-
ative journalists from Central Europe,
meeting and talking. We need to go
in this direction, we need to elimi-
nate the colonial mentality. This is
what is stopping us. I think that this
social and economic process is al-
ready happening and leading to the
liberation from this mentality. We are
learning our identity, self-reliance
and independence.

Ilike the idea with the ranking -

Elzbieta Krélikowska-Avis

I would like to elaborate on
the thread on good journalism. We
can’t agree with the situation where
guests, invited to TVN for instance,
scream at one another and blow off
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steam and the moderator, and host
at the same time, is one of the sides
to the dispute. The principles of jour-
nalism must always be the same.

It’s a matter of ethics. You can’t
say ‘you halfwit’ to a politician; we
mustn’t allow such form of journal-
ism. I think that Polish PR24 is quite
a good example to follow. I listen to
it usually from seven to nine in the
morning. And I have to say that it
presents a very democratic formula.
At the beginning, they invite a con-
servatist or someone from the op-
position and the other 25 minu-
tes is devoted to someone from the
other side of the barricade. Then, two
sides argue from eight to halt past
eight and at the end - feature writ-
ers give a commentary. And there, in-
deed, they behave themselves, even
though some journalists are quite
feisty, like Dorota Kania or Stanistaw
Janecki. Let’s follow these rules.

JOLANTA HAJDASZ

Conclusions at the end of the conference

of conclusion of our conference. The image of
Poland, Czechia, Hungary or Croatia in West-
ern Europe or in the Western European media is
sometimes untrue, unfair or even downright false.
The main thing, in my opinion, that certainly needs
to be done is to advocate for an alternative to the
left-wing, leftist information in the public space, to
that which is just unfair or simply untrue. It is our
task to ensure that all channels of information and
mass communication provide such alternative in-
formation, that we create these channels and that we are able to maintain them,
because, as we have heard, it is very easy to lose all subsidies if you invite the
‘wrong’ journalists to meetings, for instance, or raise the ‘wrong’ subjects.

We must ensure quality journalism, namely journalism that is based on
verified facts, on reliable reporting on whatever we come across as journalists.
I sometimes refer to an outright ‘identity journalism’, that is, journalism that
many of us identify with because we have practised it all our working lives,
without looking at whether we earn a lot or a little, or sometimes not at all.
Because even if those salaries are cut off from us, if we lose our jobs, we will
still be able to write certain books, certain articles, make films and try, even in
niche media, but to speak the truth, because that is simply what our profes-
sion represents. So I am not that worried about the world being completely de-
prived of this truth. But the point is to make it about the here and now, while
we are alive, not to discover the truth about our times only in historical terms.

I have a concrete proposal. I would like the Association of Polish Journalists
(SDP) here in Warsaw to establish a European press freedom index, modelled
on the one published by Reporters Without Borders, but fairer, more reliable,
one that takes into account not only quantitative analyses of the media and
their own assessment of the media but also uses a method which in media
studies is called critical discourse analysis, and includes not only the content
of what is published in the media, but also the context - the timing and all the
circumstances of a given publication, what is allowed, what is not allowed, the
full representation of the media system. It is not an easy task, I realise that,
butitis a necessary one, and I hope that you as participants of this conference
will support the idea of creating such an index. ®

Let me share with you my thoughts as a kind
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press
. freedom
We will take up the challenges S
monitoring
Central Europe is beginning to take a closer look at Madam President centre - sd p
its own history and community. We start asking our- Jolanta Hajdasz set
selves the most crucial questions. a great challenge
Madam President Jolanta Hajdasz set a great chal- ahead of us: to create

lenge ahead of us: to create a European press freedom a European press
index. We are being judged - why shouldn’t we be the freedom index. We are
ones to judge? As the SDP, we are indeed authorised being judged - why
to do so. I hope that such an index will be established. shouldn’t we be
We can call for fairness, hang flags in differ- the ones to judge? OF JOURNALISTS
ent colours, but we will not be able to change the As the SDP, we are

attitude of that Western machine, which has taken indeed authorised

decades to develop. It can only be changed by the to do so. I hope that The Press Freedom Monitoring Centre
French, Germans, Spaniards in free elections once such an index will of the Association of Polish Journalists
they wake up - if they wake up. Or they will continue be established. (CMWP SDP) defends the freedom of
with the construction of their socialist homelands. . . .
We suffered the experience of the socialist homelands and they were no good speech and independence of journalists
for us at all. So let’s appeal, talk and invite guests to such conferences. Little by in accordance with Art. 10 European
little does the trick. Perhaps their mentality will change. But then again, there Convention for the Protection of Human
are the efforts of their media to make sure it doesn’t. It is a challenge, a strug- Rights and Fundamental Freedoms:
gle, but let’s keep the faith in ourselves and not be overly concerned about the
opinion of Deutsche Welle. .

One more important point. German media coverage of Poland is negative. A we provide free legal
And what is our coverage of Germany or France? We, too, look for the nega- assistance to journalists
tive aspects of their reality and thus create images not only of people, but of
whole nations. If it were not for the mercy of God, journalists would surely be 3 we are observers of civil and criminal
burning in hell. trials in which the media and their

John Paul II used to say: build bridges. Are we really building bridges when employees participate
describing phenomena that are perhaps not marginal but may blur the bigger
picture? Paris is beautiful, no matter how many demonstrations are organised 3 when the principle of freedom
there. And this must not be forgotten. of speech is violated, we take

So, beyond the index, what is the task for each one of us? It is to see each
other. This is the meaning of a meeting such as this. But it is not about such sim-
ple perceptions, although they are important. Our task is to observe each oth-
er’s media, each other’s culture and learn about each other’s history. And keep Write to us - we will try to help!
building. Because after all, various things have happened between Poland and
Croatia, between Warsaw and Prague and Warsaw and Budapest. Our ancestors
played various instruments. And now it is essential to hear and recognise those )
melodies that were common for them. And that is what I wish for all of us. ® W«R’W’z cmwp.sdp.pl

cmwp@sdp.pl
Director of CMWP SDP @cmwp_sdp

a public stand
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